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With the advent of the bi-centenary, and 
the Expo at Brisbane next year, I wonder how many 
clubs and associations will be able to benefit 
by these events? 

Many tourists will be visiting us, and, if 
they are model railway minded, will no doubt drop 
in to see how our exhibitions stack up against 
the ones in their native countries. I wonder 
if we are thinking about such possibilities, and 
are preparing our various exhibitions to give 
the best possible impression to the paying public? 

I am sure no one deliberately sets out to 
present an image of ‘hicks from the sticks’, nor 
do they deliberately set out to present an image 
of ‘money hungry city slickers', and yet in the 
past 12 months I have seen model railway exhi- 
bitions which fall into all classes, including 
the two above. 

What I am asking all exhibition committees 
to do is THINK how the presentation of their exhi- 
bition will affect the hobby's image, and then 
strive to present our hobby in the best possible 
light consistent with the circumstances. Do 
you have enough seating for tired mums and dads? 
Are your aisles wide enough to allow unimpeded 
flow of customers, while others have room to close- 
ly examine the exhibits? Can a wheelchair fit 
down the aisles? Are all your layouts and dis- 
plays of a high standard, properly presented, 
with no unnecessary junk or bits and pieces on 
or under the displays to spoil the scene? Are 
all exhibits, both static and moving, adequately 
Tit? Have you allowed for the creature comforts 
of the paying public? 

This list could go on and on, but I hope 
I am sowing enough seeds in everyone's minds so 
that we may be proud of the way our hobby is pre- 
sented. 

I am proud to be a railway modeller - ARE YOU? 


Rex Little 

Editor 
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ON THE COVER 


This is a scene on the NSW Branch's O gauge 
It is not often that natural perspective 


layout. 
few layouts have 


can be achieved in modelling; 
the long, straight runs necessary. In this scene 
a 38 Class accelerates a passenger train away 
from the station, while the diesel shunter waits 
in a siding. The track on the right leads to 
the low level branch station. 


Photo by Jack Parker 


NOTICE 


This publication accepts no responsibility 
for the accuracy or reliability of articles or 
advertising published herein, statements made or 
Opinicns expressed in papers or discussions, nor 
do we necessarily subscribe to the views expressed 
or implied by contributors. 

Neither is any guarantee implied or expressed 
as to the good conduct or practice of advertisers 
herein. This publication reserves, at all times,} 
the right to refuse acceptance of any matter con- 
sidered unsuitable for publication. 
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BRIDGES TO UNDERSTANDING 


by Ken EDGE-WILLIAMS. 


One thing that constantly astonishes me is the 
fact that when people mention model railways, there 
seems to dissolve any racial,class or economic 
barriers between the persons concerned. Jus: 
think about the last time you met a new, to you, 
modeller. Did you ask first what he did for a 
living, what he earnt, or even where did he come 
from? No, you just accepted the person as another 
numan being. Most modellers are happy and eager 
to share their hobby with almost anyone. 

Why you could be showing your Bank Manager how 
to build a model and he would be the one that is 
nervous and making the mistakes, a reversal of the 
roles when you are asking for a loan. What abou: 
the Specialist Doctor, he could be the one cleaninc 
up the dirty plaster buckets while you are the one 
doing the miracles with the plaster. And are they 
complaining? No, on the contrary, they are enjoyinc 
yen 

You see, we take the person as a modeller, anc 
although there is sometimes clannish behaviour 
about our prototypes we model from being better 
etc., it is usually done in good humour fun. After 
all modelling is not meant to be boring. 

Modelling enables us all to employ and develos 
skills that we would not normally need in our daily 


life, it teaches us to help one another and: respec: ~ 


the skills of others. There is sometimes a sense 
of competition between people to see who can buii- 
the best, but it rarely comes down to a hatred of 
someone because he builds better than you etc. 


Above: -Crossing the 
bridge over the ravine on 


high 


the Newcastle Guys 


layout. 


Below:- Terry Patons mine 
train crossing trestle on 
the Layout in a 
Shed. 


Garden 


On the whole, when you look at it, Moce- 
Railways have improved the world we live in anc 
even the marriage of the people who do it, as my 
wife commented once that it seems that she has 
hardly ever met a divorced modeller. It is not 
that there are not any, but rather far and few 
between when compared to the society on the whole. 

Whether it is because the relaxing hobby eases any 
tensions that normally develop in a marriage or 
what I don't know, but all I can say it very rarely 
does any harm to it. 

This little rambling on always come to my mind 
when I see a railway bridge, a bridge between 
people, and here are some of the bridges that were 
on the layouts during the 1987 Brisbane Mocel 
Railway show. Notice the wide difference of 
Country and gauges, yet all were exhibiting 
harmonously in the same hall. 


All the photos were taken by Steve Malone. 
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The continental flavour 
with Bert Nielsens HO 


LAYOUT. 


Engine shed area with 
burnt out trestle on the 


Newcastle layout. 


Another loco by Glen Wright, a 1450 class on a fast frei : i 
: “+ ght crossing the great 
river scene built by Jim Bilby, showing the old and the new on the one layout. 
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Southern Cross Modelilers 
Assn. with their new 
HOn2*%4 gauge layout. 


Glen Wrights "Elephant 
Ears" 1460 class QR loco 
crossing the bridge on 
the Essener layout built 
In Sn3s. 


Notice the detail in the 
hand built bridge on the 
Newcastle layout. Fine 
scale this one. 


The Allgauge guys living 
up to their name with : 
almost everything ; 
possible on the layout. 
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N-chanting scene on the N 
gauge monster layout. 
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FROM THE MANAGING EDITOR 


After laying down the law in the last issue 
on deadlines, I came a cropper myself with a car 
accident, thus delaying the paste-up and printing 
a couple of weeks. I suffered a fractured pelvis 
so I had the ultimate frustration of being confined 
to bed and not being able to do modelling! Any- 
way, 1 would like to thank those who sent me get 
well messages. It was quite heartening. Well, 
the time was not completely wasted as I was able 
to catch up on reading the model press and betore 
[ went back to work I was able to prepare a new 
timetable for the Victorian Branch layout, includ- 
ing the about to be opened St John station. 

Another project I started was a 5' long cargo 
ship for the layout. But I must admit that lately 
my collection of half finished models has been 
growing at an alarming rate, although I suspect 
that I'm not alone in this unfortunate habit. 


One chore I am particularly reluctant to finish 
is painting. I get rather envious when I see 
Other modellers front up at. competitions with 
expertly painted models that appear to have taken 


hours to. do. At least I am consistent. As 
well as my tardiness in painting my models, I 
an also tardy in painting around the house as 


my long suffering wife will attest. 
Anyway, that's enough of ay 
the moment, so happy modelling to all. 


rambling for 


Roger Lloyd 
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The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Sir 

Would you please print an alteration to the 
Nepean Sub-Branch program for the month of November 
1987 to read as follows: 


Sun 29 Nov Visit to Model Park at Luddenham 
(Christmas get together) 


Thanking you. 
Yours faithfully 


E Bourne 
Hon Secretary 
Nepean Sub-Branch, AMRA 
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BG LeoL, 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Mr Little 


AMRA MEMBERS ' FILE 


I would like to introduce myself to all you 
members of AMRA who don't know me; my name 1S 
Philip J Lee, and I am your newly appointed Mem- 
bers' File Chief Co-ordinator. I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank Mr Bruce Norton 
for the excellent ground work that he has left 
me and all his hard work over the years he has 
put in. This is not to say there isn't a lot 
of hard work still to be done. 

As I was on annual leave and away from home 
when the submission was due for last Journal, 
my NSW Sub co-ordinator, Mr Harry Gibson, submitted 
the initial submission - As the Club and Assoc- 
iations, as well as Tourist Attractions Sections 
of the Members' File has very little on hand and 
nothing in print as yet. As Harry said, "Come 
on, be another mug for AMRA, give with that piece 
of info and help make life interesting”. 

Others news from the Members' File desk is 
in this copy of Journal. I have supplied Pages 
3.1.1 - 1 to 7 - Electric Motors - Introduction. 
These pages are a reissue of old pages 3.1 - 1-3 
because we received complaints that the old pages' 
printing was too small to read and this information 
should be easily read by all members. I also 
took this opportunity to renumber these pages 
so I may add other sections in in the near future. 
Old pages 3.1°- 1-3 may now be discarded. 

For all correspondence regarding the Members' 
File in general,’ my desk is now open for business. 
Address to - ‘ 

Mr P J Lee 

79 Terrigal Street 


MARAYONG NSW 2148 
Kind regards 


Philip J Lee 
AMRA Members' File 
Chief Co-ordinator 
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BEAUDESERT 


by Steve Malone. 


The A.R.H.S. had a steam tour with PB15 732 tc 
Beaudesert on Saturday 25/7/87, so I1 took the 
opportunity to view the train at a few locations on 
my journey to Beaudesert to attend the Hobby Shew 
that was being held on the Saturday and Sunday. 

The first sighting of the train was at Vluture 
street, the next station south of South Brsibane, 
the other end of the Expo 88 site. The train was 
a pleasing sight as it climbed up the grade from 
South Brisbane with the steam exhaust lingering for 
some time in the crisp winters morning air. 


We then motored off down the. South East 
Freeway and made our next stop at Altandi, the 
Station being on the crest of a grade in botr 


directions. The climb from Brisbane was Quite a 
long one and 732 was down to 10kph through the 
platform. It would of been a good tape recording. 
Following the trai was*easy ‘to Kingstdn’ and then 
Bethania where the Beaudesert Branch leaves the 
Main line. The loco was turned and watered here 
and from this location we badge the train farewell 
and headed for Beaudesert to see the show and be 
Nopefully back in town by lunchtime. 


Swe e 


PB15 732 rests at Ipswich Workshops 
in the mid 1970's. She was compl- 
eteley overhauled in the late 70's 


Live steam model.of.sister enginge 
no 731 at the QSMEE layout at 
Strathpine. 


A Sn3% model of PBI5 no 732. 

Brass is used for the bodywork and 
the frame. Romford wheels and gears 
are used with a KTM 5 pole motor. 
Constructed by Steve Malone. 


HOBBY SHOW 


The Beaudesert Show was held in the ‘own Hal.. 
and: impressive building, near to the. railwav 
Station. A total of 31 exhibits were present anc 
included a wide variety of Hobbies, even probably a4 
Detter variety than seen at some of the Brisbane 
Hooby Shows that were held some years ago. 

Three model railway layouts were present 
represent this sector of the hobbies. A iarge 
NTRAK display by the Brisbane NTRAK Group was .° 
operation and this took up about one third of the 
main hall. Greg Stephenson displayed a 4kO0n2+ 
gauge layout, a very well done narrow gauge layout 
with some very interesting rollingstock. Ror 
Bennet also had his small shortline layout whicr 
featured some fine scenery work and plenty of fine 
detail. The Roundhouse geared locos provided the 
motive power for this display. The layout was 
constructed on a sheet of coolite and this proves 


 ¢> 
wh 


to be quite good especially when considering 
transport problems. 
As usual, the show was a place to meet 


modellers from AMRA,SCRMA, and other groups and ir 
the pleasant surroundings one could spend some time 
chatting with everyone. On the whole certainly ar 


enjoyable days outing. 
HHH HEHE KHHHH 
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by Glenn Watson When the whole thing was dry, I| ended up 
with a pretty rough effect, as the ballast in 

It was on impulse that I first used a photo the photos reveals. As a result of this exper- 

for a background when photographing the rolling 1ence, | would now go to much more trouble to 
stock illustrated here. The result is unusual get the tine detai] looking good, including rusting 
and quite pleasing. Both the Bergs 48 Class the track and weathering the wooden grey sleepers. 


and ELX pictures have been shown to friends, who 
have asked, "Where was that taken?" and are very 
Surprised to learn that they are N scale models. 
The difference is the background. 

The models were actually taken on a bar stool 
at home, on a small ‘'set'. They were placed 
on a polystyrene embankment shaped like a semi- 
elliptical carriage roof about 250 mm long. For 
HO this will be 450 mn. Along this | glued the 
track, which unfortunately was Peco code 83. The 
track looks like a girder in the close-up photo. 
Since then I have acquired some beautiful] Railcraft 
code 55 track which makes an incredible difference. 


Using code 40 is a bit of a risk, because the 
flanges of most HO and N scale rolling stock is 
higher than the rail. Ensure that the wheels 
are definitely sitting on the rail itselt. A 


levitating louvre van is not prototypical! 

The polystyrene was sprinkled with Ozflock 
dyed sawdust to simulate grass and the ballast 
was Locomotion. An eyedropper was used for the 
wetting coat of water with a drop of detergent. 
Then followed the application of a 1:1 white glue 
and water solution with the eyedropper again. 


A coat of matt finish over the lot hides al] shiny 
highlights. Even though we are only discussing 
biack and white photos, al] this is important. 

The photo of the landscape, enlarged to the 
appropriate size, depending on the scale of the 
model, was then propped up behind the 'set'. 
I shone an 800 watt movie light on this at a 
minimum distance of 1.5 metres. | have watched 
model buildings crumple with heat exhaustion under 
two hot lights before I could do anything to save 


! 


them. it s not a nice experience. 


The light is sharp and bright, simulating 
a sunny day. Indeed, the sun could also be used 
as a light source for even greater realism. But 
notice how, due to the contrast, bogie detail 
1s u0st in black shadow. The use of a white 
or silver foil reflector will help overcome this 


if correctly angled. To overcome this contrast 
problem, Jack Parker uses soft, diffuse lighting 
and a long exposure time. It depends on your 


taste and the effect desired. 

Figures A and B are side-on views, with the 
camera at the same height as the model. Picture C 
is taken with the camera looking downwards on 


A 48 class locomotive 


RB SAR ELX wagon 


Page 132 No 180 AMRA Journal 
nee enna Ene memeenneeneneestneenneeneeeemeemnememnamnenmemmemmeanel 


LOUVre van 


Tilled soi! and sky 


E 


Trees and moon 


and grass 


the louvre van, and at an angle to it. Why does 
this photo not look as realistic as the others? 
Because it is important to keep the camera angles 
for the model and the backdrop the same. The 
landscape itself, shown in figure D, was taken 
looking straight out over tilled paddocks at Mo- 
long. This level camera angle matches that of 
the camera taking the photo of the model. 

Figure E is near a cutting outside Murrurundi. 
F is a small country railway yard. Both of these 
have the same perspective as Figure D; there 
would be no difficulty in replacing D with E or F. 


F 


Willow tree 


WILLOW 
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me 


Also, none of these photos introduce scale. 
There are no_foreground obstacles in sight to 
allow the viewer to compare the size of the model 
with the background. So all photos used for 
this purpose should have nothing in them anywhere 
near where the model will appear in the model 
shot. The foreground consists only of grass, 
soil and rails. 

So the next time you're out in the 
Or near where trains could go if they would, take 
a photo which appears to be of nothing. You 
might be surprised at how good 'nothing’ can look. 


country 
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MORE MATCHBOX “YESTERYEARS” 


Onwards, onwards.....we're nearly at the end of this lengthy catalogue of Matchbox models which 
can be used to effect with models of railways and tramways. 


CAT NO YEAR OF DESCRIPTION COLOUR(S ) SCALE 
INTRODUCTION (or length) 
Y-16 1961 1904 Spyker Dark red or green or 1/45 
pale yellow (darker 
yellow in 1965/68) 
1972 1928 Mercedes Benz SS Coupe Silver-grey (Green in 1/45 
1974, white in 1979, 
blue in 1981) 
Y-17 1975 1938 Hispano Suiza Red (Steel-Blue/pale blue 1/47 
in 1979) 
Y-18 1979 1937 Cord 812 Red and white 1/48 
(Burgundy in 1983) 
1986 Atkinson Steam Lorry Yellow with 'Blue Circle ? 
Cement' logo 
Y-19 1980 1938 Auburn Speedster Coffee and beige (Cream 1/42 
in 1982, white later) 
Y-20 1981 1938 Mercedes Benz 540K Silver-grey 1/45 
Y-21 1981 1930 Ford Model 'A' Woody Wagon Yellow (Copper with 1/40 


(i.e. wood panelled body) 


"A & J Box' adv in 1982, 
later orange-red, blue 
with ‘Carters’ adv in 
1985) 
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Y-22 1982 1930 Ford Model 'A' Van Various 1/40 
(Liveries: ' 
1982 'Oxo' Red 
1984 'Magei' Yellow 
1984 'Toblerone Swiss Chocolate' Cream 
1984 'Palm Toffee' Cream and red 
te "Canada Post' ? 
Y-23 1983 1922 AEC Omnibus Red ('General') later 1/72 
plum ('Express') 
Y-24 1983 1927 Bugatti T44 Black and yellow ? 
Y-25 1983 1910 Renault Type AG Van Green with 'Perrier' logo ? 


later ‘James Neale' logo 
1986 blue with 'Eagle 
Pencils’ logo 


Y-26 1984 Crossley Delivery Truck Blue and tan with ? 
"Lowenbrau' logo 
Y-27 1984 1922 Foden Steam Lorry Various ly 72 
(Liveries: 
'Pickfords' Blue and red 
'Tate and Lyle's' Red and black 
'Hovis' Brown and fawn 
'Spillers' White and blue 
'Frasers' ' Green and white 
Y-28 1985 Unic Taxi Red and black ? 
Y-29 1986 Walker Electric Van ? - with 'Harrods' logo ? 
Y-30 1986 1920 Mack Truck Blue with ‘Acorn Storage ? 
Co' logo 


Two things will be patently apparent from this last episode of the listing of the Matchbox models, 
particularly the 'Yesteryears': 


a There has been a significant ‘explosion’ in the number of models released and the number of new 
liveries for existing models in the past four or five years. 

b There is an increase in the number of models for which the scale is not publicised and therefore 
Cannot be quoted here. There are some models where the scale appears on the box and for those in 


the 'Nonny Mouse' collection, this information has been given in the listings above and in earlier 
episodes. (Nonny has no intention of going out and looking at every box in every hobby shop to get 
the information on the others! ) 


All this adds up to the fact that the Matchbox 'Models of Yesteryear’ have become a very serious 
collectable series in the past decade or so. This series has 'grown apart’ from the other Matchbox 
series, particularly the 1-75 series which became very 'trendy' to appeal to the hot wheels mentality 
of many young people today. (Here endeth the first lesson! ) 

So much has the 'Yesteryear' series grown apart that there are large 'tomes' giving every conceiv- 
able detail and variation which ever occurred in their manufacture. One of these is illustrated and 
described in the 1986/87 Matchbox Collectors’ Catalogue in the following terms: 

"A must for all collectors, this guide contains every genuine Model of Yesteryear produced by 

"Matchbox'. Beautifully presented with photographs and detailed information on each model. 

Available early 1986 at your 'Matchbox' store.’ 

In passing, it is interesting to note that the following catalogue, that for 1986/87, did not list 
or depict the 'Yesteryear' series at all. This is, as far as Nonny can recall, the first Matchbox 
catalogue that has excluded these models. They're just not aimed at the 'kids' any more! 

I see in the March-May issue of 'Vintage Road Scene' a review of a book titled 'Yesterday's Yester- 
years’ by Robert Carter and Eddy Rubenstein. It's published by G T Foulis and Co Ltd (address unknown); 
it has 158 pages and cost £19.95. It is well reviewed and appears to be a very useful book if you 
are a serious collector (or user for model railway purposes) of the 'Yesteryear' models. There may 
well be other books also available and perhaps the Perth ‘collector’ fraternity may be able to help 
there. Tim Macintosh of the Fremantle Stamp Shop, 2/23 Adelaide Street, Fremantle, would be a good 
place to start enquiries. 

There are, of course, many other cast metal models of road vehicles which can be used to effect 
in the scenic development of a model railway. Nonny does not have much information on the other brands 
of cast metal road vehicles, but if. anyone else would like to 'take it from here’, they're welcome! 

Adios. 

A Nonny Mouse 
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ELECTRIC MOTORS - INTRODUCTION 


ELECTRIC MOTORS FOR USE IN 4 mm SCALE MODEL LOCOMOTIVE - 
INTRODUCTORY NOTES 


A series of data sheets will be issued, all to a common format, covering 
all the commonly available motors. While much of the information to be 
included is self-explanatory, these introductory notes are provided as a 
guide to the interpretation of some of the data. 


REFERENCES 


] A longer article arising from the tests carried out in preparation 
for this. series of data sheets was published in the MEGS Silver 
Jubilee issue of the 'Model “Railway Constructor’, May 1980, under 
the title, ‘Getting the Best from Electric Motors’. IhiS var tac le. is 
referred to from time to time in these notes and in the data sheets. 


Z A comprehensive book on the subject of small motor is 'Sub-miniature 
Electric Motors’ by RH Warring, Arco Publications, 1967. 
GUIDE TO DATA SHEETS 


Fach data sheet will incorporate the following paragraphs: 


] DESCRIPTIONS. A brief description of the unit. 

2 | MANUFACTURER OR IMPORTER. Name and address of the source of the 
Hig i ga 7 , 

5 AVAILABILITY. An indication of where the motor may be purchased. 

4 MECHANICAL | DETAILS. In each case a scaled drawing is provided, 
normally side and end views. All projections, such as_ brushes, 


connecting terminals, etc, are shown, but certain details, such as 
brush springs, may be omitted where they lie inside the generaly 
overall outline of the motor. Notes are also included on fixing 
methods and other details as appropriate. 


5 MAINTENANCE. Most motor require some maintenance from time to 
time. An indication is therefore included as to what is likely 
to be required and the ease with which such operations may be carried 
out. 
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_ [I88UED: Aug 1987 


6 PERFORMANCE ON TEST. This paragraph is a report of the finidings of 
the findings of the tests carried out on behalf of the Society. it 


is divided into two parts - 


a the subjective observations, and 


b the dynamometer test results. 


This section concludes with a ‘quick reference’ performance summary 
for those who do not wish to study the test results in detail. As 
the notes below indicate, the summary should be treated with caution, 
particularly when comparing the performance of two motors. 


a SUBJECTIVE OBSERVATIONS 

] Visual inspections. Each motor was given close scrutiny, and com-— 
ments are made on the construction and design features. For example, 
where ‘cogging' is noticeable as the shaft is rotated. Commutator 


eccentricity is also referred to under this heading; no attempt has 
been made to measure the actual run-out, but the impression of brush 
movement gained as the motor is observed running at speed under the 
strobe lamp is reported on. In some cases, the poor commutation 
at high speed is also evident from the measured performance. 


2 Faults found on samples. Apart from shortcomings inherent in the 
design and reported on in (1) above, there have been, in many cases, 
assembly faults on individual samples. Many of these were illustrated 
in the MRC article.’ Most are fairly easily remedied by the user. 


3 Low speed performance. This is difficult to assess, other than 
with a complete chassis. The minimum voltage at which a motor would 
run 1S a measurable quantity which may give some indication of the 
merits of a motor in this respect. A subjective comment based on 
the ease with which the motor appeared to start under load on the 
test rig is also included. The actual performance of a complete 
chassis will naturally be dependent, not only on the motor, but on 
the gear ratio used (generally the higher the better in this respect), 
and also on the type of controller. 


4 Noise. This again is a subjective assessment made with the motor 
unloaded and without gearing. Its usefulness is somewhat question- 
able. , 3 : | | : 

5 Overall impression. In the course of handling and running each 


motor for several hours, the tester formed certain overall impressions 
of its capabilities. 
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D DYNAMOMETER TEST RESULTS 


The test results are presented in the form of a graph of torque 
against speed, together with a second graph, plotted on the same 


erid in order to save space, of current drawn against speed. A 
region at the left of each graph as marked with the warning ‘Rapid 
heating': prolonged operation at large currents may cause damage 
to insulation due to over heating. The interpretation of these graphs 


is discussed below. 


VARIATION BETWEEN SAMPLES 


Any manufactured product must be subject to certain tolerances in 
the manufacture of its component parts and in its assembly. These 
give rise to variations in performance. One of the difficulties 
therefore in reporting performance is the uncertainty as to whether 
the measured sample was typical of the product. Time has not permit- 
ted the ideal solution of testing a large number of samples. In 
every case (unless otherwise noted), not less than three samples 
have been tested, and these have been obtained over as long a time 
interval as practicable in the hope that they would consequently 
be drawn from different batches. The graphs presented in the data 
sheets represent an approximate mean of all the measured results. 
A comment is also made on the amount of variation noted between the 
individual samples. 


PERFORMANCE SUMMARY 
The section concludes with a brief summary of results. 


The free-running conditions are self-explanatory and merely serve 
to indicate whether a motor is a fast or slow running type. 13 
an ammeter is available, a check of free-running current is useful 
as a guide to whether all is well with a new motor. 


The typical maximum operating speed has been selected in a somewhat 
arbitrary manner at approximately 70% - 75% of the free-running speed. 
It is suggested that this is a realistic working figure for the max- 
imum motor speed in service and the gear ratio can be calculated 
accordingly. A suggested range of gear ratios is also given in 
the summary for those who do not wish to indulge in express passenger 
engines and the higher ratios freight locomotives. 


The torque and power output are also given at this typical maximum 
operating speed reduction in operating speed may give a greater power 
output so that comparison between different types of motor is not 
valid unless the powers are very different. The current under this 
working condition is also quoted as an aid to monitoring performance. 
Finally, the maximum power output at which the current consumption 
is large and the heating correspondingly rapid. The maximum recom- 
mended current based on the observed heating of the motor is also 
Stated. 
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SPECIAL COMMENTS 


Certain motors may call for special comments which do not fall natural- 
ly into any of the above paragraphs 1 to 6. 


INTERPRETATION OF GRAPHS 


] 


TORQUE/SPEED GRAPH 


The mechanical output of each motor has been measured at various load- 
ings by means of a simple brake dynamometer, the speed being measured 


by using a strobe lamp. All these measurements are taken at the 
nominal rated voltage of 12 volts derived from a stabilised laboratory 
power supply unit. The graph presents numerically the way in which 


speed falls as the load (i.e. the torque demanded more fully in the 
MRC article, where Fig la illustrates the typical shape of the graph). 


The British convention has been adopted of plotting speed along the 
horizontal axis (as done by Warring, reference (2), also K's advertise- 
ment for HP2M motor published 1977 and subsequently). Some American 
publications present the same graphs with the interchanged, i.e. torque 
along the horizontal axis. 


CURRENT GRAPH 


Also presented is the graph of current against speed, shown in Fig lb 
of the MRC article. This has the same general shape as the torque/ 
Speed curve, except that under free-running conditions the current 
is not zero. This is because some torque must be developed, and 
therefore some current drawn to overcome the internal friction of 
the bearings and brushes of the motor. It should be understood, 
however, that THE CURRENT DRAWN IS DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE TORQUE 
PRODUCED. 3 


The main practical use of the current graph is that it enables the 
modeller, who has an ammeter, to monitor the performance of the motor 
when installed in a locomotive, and, in particular, it provides warning 
of possible over-heating. 


MAXIMUM SAFE CURRENT 


As is well known, the flow of current through the armature windings 
produces heat. The rate of production of heat is proportional to 
(current) 2. Thus while a current of 0.3 A in a typical motor may 
produce very little temperature rise, at 0.6 A there will be four 
times as much heat produced and the armature will be quite warm, and 
at 0.9 A, there will be nine times the original heating power and 
the temperature may well rise rapidly to a value close to the maximum 
the insulation can stand. Larger currents may be tolerated for short 
periods (when testing motors at heavy loads each test lasted no more 
than 40 seconds), but if allowed to persist would cause insulation 
damage and possible failure. | 
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Investigation of the maximum safe current is a difficult’ matter which 
would really be better done by the manufacturers who in fact publish 
a maximum safe current. We have made some measurements on one type 
of motor in the EMGS survey, estimating the temperature rise from 
the change of resistance of the winding. | For this particular type, 
therefore, a fairly accurate assessment of maximum safe current was 
possible. Time has not permitted the same tests to be extended 
to all the other type, and in many cases therefore the rather crude 
approach of comparing the heating behaviour with that of the measured 
sample has been adopted. The ‘Rapid heating' region of each graph 
should therefore be taken as a guide rather than as a precisely deter- 
mined limit. 


It should also be recognised that the type of controller used can 
greatly influence the heating produced. Controllers which apply 
short pulses to the motor are particularly bad in this respect. 
This is because, for the duration of the pulse, the current is large 
and the heat produced during this time is then very large since it 
depends on the square of the current. Admittedly this heat is only 
produced during the pulse, but this mitigating fact is not enough 
to prevent a much greater heating with a pulsed supply compared with 
an equivalent d.c. supply providing the same mean current. 


MECHANICAL POWER OUTPUT 


The mechanical power delivered by the motor can be calculated with 
sufficient accuracy for our purposes from the formula - 


Torque aes gram—centimetres X speed in rpm 


Power output in watts = 100 000 


If this calculation is carried out for each point on the torque/speed 
graph, the results may be plotted as a further graph of power output 
against speed. The shape of this is typically as shown in Fig 2 


of the MRC article. This has a definite maximum which can therefore 
be determined for each motor: the value is quoted in the Performance 
Summary for each motor. In a few cases this maximum lies in the 


‘rapid heating! region so that it could not be utilised for more 
than a short time. 


The maximum power may reasonably be regarded as a figure by which 
various motor may be compared. The power output curve itself is 
of little value to the modeller and is therefore not included in 
the data sheets. 


EFFICIENCY 


The .efficiency of a motor is the ratio of - 


Mechanical Power Output 


Electrical Power Input 


The electrical power input can be calculated at any speed simply by 
multiplying the current at that speed by 12; the applied voltage. 
The efficiency at that speed may then be calculated. A graph of 
efficiency against speed is of the same shape as the power output 
graph, but the peak occurs at a slightly higher speed. Typical motor 
efficiencies are between 20% and 35% (with the exception of 'coreless' 
motors whose efficiency is very much greater). Undue importance 
Summaries. The advantage of a high efficiency lies in the fact that 
it implies that there is less power wasted as heat in the motor so 
that it will be possible to obtain larger output torques before heating 
becomes a problem. 
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6 VARIATION OF SUPPLY VOLTAGE 


All the preceeding paragraphs have been concerned with motors operated 
at the full nominal voltage is 


oe varied in order to control the 
Speed, Speed. With all the motors, 
as % of except for a few whose commutation 
eet 50 1S poor at high speed, the vari- 
speed ation of speed with voltage is 
ose uniform and a graph of the free- 


running speed against voltage 
is identical for all as in line A 


below. 
0 3 6 9 12 


Applied volts 


For each motor there is a minimum voltage at which it will run, often 
about 2 volts; from that point to the full speed at 12 volts, the 
graph is a straight line. Over the whole of this speed range it 
is observed that there is very little variation in the current drawn. 


If a similar plot is taken with the motor loaded at a constant torque, 
a line such as 8B is obtained. This is also a straight line, but 
at a lower range of speed. Because the motor is now delivering a 
substantial torque, it must draw a correspondingly large current, 
but again this scarcely varies over the whole range of supply voltages. 


We may summarise this behaviour by the statement, FOR ANY GIVEN LOAD 
THE SPEED VARIES UNIFORMLY WITH THE APPLIED VOLTAGE. 


Because all motors behave in the same way, there is no point in includ- 
ing speed/voltage graphs in the data sheets. 


7 CHOICE OF UNITS 


Torque, the turning effect of a force, is expressed in units of the 
magnitude of a force multiplied by a distance from the centre of rota- 
tion at which the force is applied. Any unit of force and unit of 
distance might be chosen. 


Pursuits would no doubt urge that we should use 
the SI unit (newton-metre) or for the small tor- 


ques with which we are concerned, millinewton- 

metre. However, it was felt that the gram-centi- 

| / metre was a more practical unit for our purpose, 
\ } both from the point of view of its magnitude 
aay? and because the practice of expressing tractive 

efforts of models in grams is well established. 

Torque = Fre (If the torque, expressed in gram-centimetres, 


at the driving wheel is known, we have merely 

to divide that figure by the radius of the wheel, 
in centimetres, to obtain the tractive effort.) In American litera- 
ture, the most commonly used unit is the ounce-inch. The following 
conversion factors may be used: 


1 gram-centimetre = 98.1 micronewton-metres = 0.0139 ounce-inches 
or 


72 gram-centimetres 


1 ounce-inch 


also 


1 watt 1.34 millihorsepower 
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REPRINTED FROM “BRANCHLINE” 


Your Model Railway 

June: The Gold Medal winning exhibit at 
the Model Engineering Exhibition, a 7 mm scale 
model of a GWR Siphon H and how it was built. 
Detailing and repainting the Hornby model of the 
BR Class 47 diesel. A variable multi-speed grind- 
er reviewed. Modelling the Darjeeling and Himal- 
ayan Railway in O09. Proscale's 4 mm scale kit 
of the LNWR Coal Tank built and reviewed. Bream, 
a model of the Severn and Wye Railway, the layout 
for the bookshelf. Making a timetable. Part 2 
of Daventry in model form. Pardale to Pentire, 
3 mm scale GWR, Part 2. Camera and Comment looks 
at detail. Construction article and detailed 
diagrams for making a rivet embossing punch. Re- 
view of A F Hammond's 4 mm scale etched brass/white 
metal kit for GWR 4-4-2T No 4600 - this looks 
to be a good kit for the first-timer into etched 


loco kits. Howard Scenics' embossed card brick- 
work (in 4 and 7 mm scales) reviewed - this is 
worth more than a cursory look by those construct- 
ing model buildings. 


KKEKE HHEEKEK 


Model Railways 

July: The wheel turns full circle, because 
this is the magazine that was last month known 
as Your Model Railway, which, up to September 
1984, was known as - you've guessed it - Model. 
Railways! Review of the DJH kit for the War 
Department 2-8-0 and its construction to 18.83 mm 
gauge. Model Shops kits for the London Transport 
locomotive Sarah Siddons and a driving motor coach 
reviewed and constructed (see also the advertise- 
ment on page 443). Part 2 of the GWR Siphon 
H model's construction. Devon Cob - these two 
cottage models received a Highly Commended at 
the 1986 Model Engineering Exhibition, pictures 
and how it was done. Reversing loops are no 
longer difficult electrically, thanks to the Pol- 
ator. MTK's kit of the Foster Yeoman Class 59 
constructed and reviewed. Layout Focus’ looks 
at Thorverton, a 4 mm scale layout based on GWR 
practice. Camera and Comment looks at a minimum 
size loco shed - it holds one tiny O-4-OT(!). 
IMREX and Glasgow Model Rail 87 compared.  Proto- 
file looks at the ex-SR 15 and 20 ton dropside 
ballast/sleeper wagons, drawings, photographs 
and prototype information. Bazzing around Bristol 
Temple Meads Station, 


KKHEE KEKE 


Railway Modeller 


June: Railway of the Month is Copthorne 
Park - a super N scale exhibition layout. Kit- 
bashing O-16.5 coaches from the Peco four-wheel 
box coaches. Taff Vale Railway's Cardiff Docks 
station and West Yard Works in 4 mm scale. The 
Taff Vale Railway Class A O-6-02T - prototype 
information, drawings and photograph. Modelling 
Bridgenorth on the Severn Valley (preserved) Rail- 
way. Bryford Road, 4 mm modern image layout 
continued from the May issue. GNR brick signal 
box drawings. Southwold Railway locomotives, 
and rolling stock drawings and photographs, follow- 
ed by a description of a layout in SM32. Model- 
ling the Southern, Part 8c - signal box interiors, 
ground frames and level crossings. A BR Class 59 
diesel built from card. Some thoughts on exhi- 
bition preparation - every exhibitor to read and 
study carefully. The Westcombe Branch, part 1 - 
planning the layout, includes three S & DR station 


track layouts. Plan of the Month looks at Hales- 
worth on the Southwold Railway. 

Included in this issue is a 16-page lift- 
out booklet titled Holiday Guide to Railway Attrac- 
tions - a handy ,guide to what's on, where, when 
and how much., If you're going to the UK, have 
this in your pocket. 


July: Railway of the Month looks at Byford 
Road, a large 4 mm scale exhibition layout with 
an urban flavour. QO scale scratchbuilding - 
making a start with a couple of vans. From Arm- 
chair to Workbench, Part 1, looks at weathering 


a wagon. Building and detailing an Ian Kirk 
4 mm scale Gresley coach kit. The Westcombe 
Branch, part 2 - compiling the timetable, more 
track plans. Modelling Bridgnorth, SVR, Part 2. 
Hilbury, a 4 mm scale layout based on a mixture 
of ex GWR, ex LMS and BR. An O scale NER J72 
scratchbuilt. The Torbay Model Railway OO layout 
is open to the public every day from April to 
October - a look at the technical and operational 


problems associated with such intensive operation. 
Railways for the retired, or what to do with some 
of your spare time (what spare time?). BR Stand- 
ard Class 8P 4-6-2 Duke of Gloucester, photograph, 
prototype information, drawings. Laurie Pickards 
builds 7 mm scale locomotives to order. 


KHKHE HEHE 


Scale Model Trains 


March: Layout Close Up looks at Rugby Town 
another exhibition layout with a strong’ urban 
flavour. Alan Gibson's Gauge O track tried out 
and reviewed. The Holyhead Breakwater Railway 
forms the basis for a layout of an unusual proto- 
type. Architectural scratchbuilding for N scale. 
The Lima Swiss type Bm 4/4 converted to a Bo-Bo 
freight loco for the North Cornwall Railway. 
The Haywood O scale kit of a GWR cattle van con- 
structed and reviewed. 


April: What's coming in 1987, a preview of 
the offerings from various manufacturers around 
the world. Converting and Detailing builds a 
tram loco in 7 mm scale from a Hornby OO O-4-0T 
chassis and a plastic body kit. Loco Focus looks 
at the GER/LNER tram engines. The art of solder- 
ing revealed. An eight-wheel tender for a couple 
of GWR locomotives, with drawings of a 4QOXX Star 
and No lll. Scratchbuilding a GWR signal box, 
with drawings and photographs of the signal box 
at Blue Anchor on the West Somerset Railway. 

Local coal traffic modern style. Seamer (near 
Scarborough) as the basis for a layout. Oval 
Ash D (i.e. Mk IV) - a fully portable O scalre 
layout which could be made up in any other scale 
as well. Retrospect looks at the Bassett-—Lowke 
Work Horses. 


HHEKH HHKHH 


Model Railway Journal 


No 15: This is the EM Gauge Special tied 
in with EXPOEM. EM Rambles in Essex could just 
as easily have been titled Why Finescale? Point 
construction in EM described. A newcomer to 
EM constructs an LNER N2 from a Dapol body and 
Perseverance chassis kit with appropriate motor 
and wheels. See our local boy, Adrian Du Heaume, 
in his workshop. Pendon and its impact on 4 


mm scale modelling. Introduction to Dunwich, 
successor to High Dyke (the modelling is superb). 
Barry Norman describes his 21 years in EM. An 
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early Furness Railway mineral wagon (from 1864). 
An introduction to Darenth and modelling chalk - a 
full description of this layout will appear in 


the next issue. Scratchbuilding model wagons 
concludes with solebars and below. Moving tiebars 
for compensated stock. Inkerman Street LMS, 


MRJ's proposed minimum space 7 mm scale layout. 
Photographs and descriptions of the coaches to 
be modelled for Inkerman Street. The art of 
weathering. Small Supplies Forum looks at (among 
other '‘goodies') KTG discreet auto-couplings for 
3/4/7 mm scales - sounds better than any of the 
others marketed to date. 


KEKE 


Model Railway Constructor 


April: Kent and East Sussex Railway bogie 
coaches ~ drawings, photographs and information. 
The Lima PTA ore tippler wagon improved to repre- 
sent an aggregate (or stone) tippler. Calverdale, 
an N scale exhibition layout. Buildings of the 
North British Railway, the goods shed - photo- 
graphs, drawings, information, constructing a 
model. Modern image industry - the Cattewater 
petroleum gas terminal. NER electric locos model- 
led in 3 mm scale. The Black Dog project con- 
tinues with the station building. Construction 
and review of the Don Pearce kit of a freelance 
Narrow gauge coach in 16 mm scale. 


HHKHE 


May: More on the Black Dog project, this 
time the minutae of a station office interior 
and the platform itself. 
BR goods (full load) depot. Construction and 
review of the Don Pearce kit of a Lynton and Barn- 
staple 8 ton bogie van in 16 mm scale. A 3 mm 
essay into modelling Mullion, a 'might-have-been' 
terminus in Cornwall (but based on Helston, which 
was the terminus, but could have been the second 
last station on the line) - this article has some 
interesting items on wire-in-tube points operation, 
uncoupler ramps and an improved type of hook-and- 
bar coupling. Datafile has photographs, drawings 
and information on the LBSCR 28'42" first class 
Six-wheel coaches. Everything you ever wanted 
(or needed) to know about GWR bogies. A review 
of the MRE at Macclesfield (apparently reckoned 
to be a good exhibition in UK - the overview of 
the hall, showing the lack of crowd barriers, 
the Paddy's Market appearance of the trade stands 
and the general congestion makes our exhibition 
look as if it's worth 110 points out of 100!). 
Layout photography. Starting off in 7 mm scale 


- a variety of small (8' to 10'6" long) layout 
plans. 
HHH HHH HH 
Practical Model Railways 
May: Addison Park, another 3 mm _ scale 
exhibition layout with hand made track, Sprat 


and Winkle couplings and some beaut warehouses 
(among other things). Building the M&L 4 mm 
scale kit of the GWR Great Bear. More on the 
current BR loco liveries - this time the Inter- 
City, ScotRail and Network south East technicolor 


paint schemes. Examination of the BR Class 56 
heavy freight movers, including \improving the 
already good Mainline/Dapol model. Building 


up Blacksmith etched brass kits of S & DJR coaches. 
Plans and a photo of a pair of semi-etched houses 
in Norwich dating from the 18th century. Using 
the Taylor Plastic Models coach inlays to give 
more variety to your rake of Graham Farish N scale 


coaches. A track occupancy circuit for use with 
Zero l. Making a panel side¢c Pullman Car using 
Plasticard, including a coupling that keeps the 
corridor connections (also known as concertinas 


A look at a= modern. 


or diaphragms) of adjacent coaches in close con- 
cact. 


June: Battery operated locos in the gar- 
den, including a list of all the articles which 
have appeared on conversions of Tri-ang Big Big 
Train locos in 7 mm scale. Road vehicles from 
the Airfix kit range suitable for the Pendragon 
(10 mm scale) layout. BR's many shades of green 
described - current liveries of some 08, 33, 40, 
44 and 55 classes:,in BR green and some 47s and 
50s in ex GWR green. Modelling the BR Class 27, 
using the Lima Class 33 with assistance from 
Craftsman conversion kits, South Eastern Models 
flush glazing and Precision Paints. Sturminster 
Newton, a layout based on that place on the S & DJR 
but suitably compressed (contains good hint on 
baseboard joining). Making a model in 7 mm scale 
of a Glasgow and South Western Railway's Milk 
and Motor Car Van using Plasticard. Making up 
the Millholme 4 mm scale kit of the Bulleid 4-6-2 
Merchant Navy locos. Using a form of modern 
PVC upholstery material (Cirrus, Superlon) as 
ballast for model railway tracks. A model of 
Brynglas, a passing loop on the Talyllyn Railway, 
in 0-16.5 in a length of 11'9", including two 
fiddle yards 2'9" long! Putting plastic people 


on the layout (hints on methods of attachment, 
plastic surgery, making them move, setting the 
scene). Changing a Slaters 8/10 ton MR Covered 


Van to an S & DJR Road Van. (In case you're 
wondering why there are so many models of Somerset 
and Dorset Joint Railway vehicles and places, 
1987 is the 125th anniversary of the line's for- 
mation. ) 


HKEEE HEHE 


Australian Model Railway Magazine 


June: A simple device for spreading of 
granular ballast material before applying the 
adhesive. Converting an Atlas RS4/5 to a fair 


replica of a NSWGR 40 Class. Building O scale 


tank cars in brass. Detailed history of the 
Webb caboose cars of the SAR and conversions. 
Under the title The Compleat Chemical Modeller, 


a listing of common modelling chemicals and their 


hazards - includes MEK, chloroform, meths, Freon 
113, trichlorethane, glycol, various petroleum 
solvents such as turps, thinners, lighter fluid, 
petrol, kerosene, xylene, toluene, glues and ad- 
hesives such as epoxies, guper-glues, polyester 
resins, silicone rubbers and other things such 


as acids and alkalis, metals and fluxed. THIS 
ARTICLE SHOULD BE ON THE WALL OF EVERY MODELLER'S 
WORKSHOP . Building a roundhouse of balsa, Camp- 
bell's corrugated iron, etc. The VFX/ABFX 46 
ton bogie vans of the old Commonwealth Railways - 
plenty of colour photographs. Aging timber the 
easy way. Points of detail about the NSWGR D50s 
from Leon Oberg. 


KEKE HKKEKH 


Model Railroader 


The Franklin and South Manchester 
(by US standards), only 
7’ x 28', with buildings over 20 storeys high 
and some excellent urban modelling. Rebuilding 
an Arnold N scale Prussian Railways 4-4-0 into 
a typical US wood burner. Making hardshell scen- 
ery without the mess by using a plaster impregnated 
material intended for making casts for setting 
broken bones! The ABCs of wiring your layout. 
Drawings, photographs and lots of information 
about the GM Electro-Motive Division's F4OPH loco- 


April: 
RR - a small layout 


motives. Amtrak station signs. Plans for a 
small two storey Boat and Marine Supply Store 
in N_- scale. Electrifying N scale signals. 
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Interesting shunting puzzle. Using N scale build- 
ings as background scenery for HO and OO layouts, 
including photocopying published plans, colouring 
the prints and gluing them onto card. 


May: The basics of applying decals. Mak- 
ing US style switch stands from basic materials. 
tuning up your rolling stock (bogie, wheel, coupl- 
ing maintenance, weight of cars or wagons). 50 
years of S scale modelling in the US. Converting 
the Life-Like centre cupola caboose to a very 
realistic tail ender for Jersey Central trains 
(and other roads also!). Making a diorama for 
photographic purposes. 


June: Some interesting detailing of 
cabooses - plated-over windows (to deter the van- 
dals!), and railings. Building contemporary 


log-hauling cars using a commercial centre frame 
as a Starting point, including loads for the wag- 
ons. The Manufacturer's Junction Railway, a 
prototype (very) short line only 1.75 miles long, 
connecting with five other railroads, considered 
as a possibility for N scale on a trapezoid shaped 
4' x 8' baseboard. Drawings, photographs and 
lots of information about the Great Northern tandem 
compound 2-8-0 of 1893. Plans for the interlock- 
ing tower (signal cabin or box to Anglophiles!) 
at Bucannon Junction, Pa. Modelling the various 
phases of the GM EMD GP39-2, using Bachmann GP4O, 
Like-Like GP38-2 and Atlas GP38 bodies. The 
British garden railway, the concept of which is 
spreading to the US. A ‘doozer’ of a switching 
(shunting) problem. The ABCs of scenery by Jim 
Kelly. 


HEHE HK HEE 


Continental Modeller 


March/April: Details of the ex-—Prussian 
Railways T20 class 2-10-2T locomotives. eae &, 
of an article on UIC rolling stock identification 
codes. 14 pages showing what's new at the 1987 
Nurnberg Fair. Making a model of a Netherlands 
Central Railway 4-4-0 Zepplin class loco using 
Mainline 2P and Dean Goods parts. Track plans 
of 12 stations on the Ferrocarril de Majorca. 


May/June: Making a model of a Holland 
Railway 0-6-0 goods loco using an old Rivarossi 
Italian 2-6-0. Pulverised fuel on the German 
railways - the three main systems explained. 
Whittling down of normal rolling stock to suit 
the dimensions of the narrow gauges. A model 
of an interesting overhead catenary maintenance 
tram made from a Kleinbahn X534. Modelling in 
Sn2 (1/64th scale on 9 mm gauge track) in New 
Zealand. Part 3 of the article on UIC identifi- 
Cation codes. Building a permanent exhibition 
layout in a warehouse on the Isle of Wight in 
one month, using production line techniques. 
Bavarian express train formations. Making a 
pair of 0-6-0 + 0-6-0 Garratts for use on a 32 mm 
gauge garden railway starting with Rivarossi six- 
coupled units and Plasticard. 

Extracts provided by B E Thoday and A A Porter 
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HAVE YOU SEEN? 
(IN THE PROTOTYPE RAILWAY PRESS) 


Steam Days 

No 5 April-June: The Colour-Rail story - 
10 years of colour slides of railway subjects. 
A visit to Fairford (from Leicester, via the ex 
GCR line to Banbury) on an afternoon in 1959. 
A comparison of LMS Pacific locos. Nos 6256 
and 6257 with LMS Co-Co diesel-electrics Nos 10000 
and 10001 in the period 1948 to 1958. A pictorial 


look at various 
in Scotland in the 50s. 
Military Railway in its closing days. 
clerk's job in days gone described. 
HHH 


pre-Grouping locos in service 
Rail tour on the Longmoor 
The railway 


HHEEK 


- 


Locomotives Illustrated 


No 53:7 . Study of the Gresley three cylinder 
2-6-Os, the K3 (formerly GNR Class H4) of which 
there were 193.built between 1920 and 1937, and 


the K4 of which‘only six were built. None of 
the former survive, but one of the latter (The 
Great Marquess) is still alive and well! One 


K3 was rebuilt by Edward Thompson to a two cylinder 
K5 and one of the six K4s was rebuilt with two 
cylinders as the prototype of the Kl class, which 
took over the duties of the kK4 class. Plenty 
of photographs and information about the dates 
of building, of withdrawal and allocations in 
1950, 1957 and at withdrawal. 


KEKE H HEKEE 


Steam Railway 


April: Lovely photo on page 19 of a typ- 
ical back garden in Keighley, Yorkshire - just 
the thing to back onto your model of an urban 
railway; it has the inevitable glasshouses, wash- 
ing on the line, old cars, junk, etc. Story 
of the last train on the Cromford and High Peak 
line in the wilds of the Pennines in Derbyshire - a 
good modelling prospect with 1:14 inclines! Ex- 
cellent colour photo on page 32 of Lydham Manor 
which is an inspiration for weathering without 
excess! This is in an interesting article on 
the Cambrian Coast Line. The Middleton Railway 
in Leeds, undeniably the World's Oldest Railway, 
and again a good little line to model with lots 
of O-4-OT locos and four-wheel rolling = stock. 
Finally, a truly superb colour photo on the back 
cover showing Britain's oldest working locomotive, 
Lion, silhouetted at work against a lovely magenta 
sky at sunset. 


May: A couple of photos which provide 
inspiration for the scenic modeller - on page 
50/51, a view in the Golden Valley of Gloucester- 
shire with the auto train, cows by the lineside, 
etc: page 52 mailbags being unloaded from a van 
at Evercreech Junction on the S&D; page 53 a 
Classic Bristol and Exeter railway station (with 
Ornamental barge-boards) at Sandford and Banwell; 
also on page 53 a booking office exterior with 
Station seats, bicycle, signs, etc; page 54 two 
lineside huts at Hayling Island and the small 
loco shed at Moorswater (Cornwall) in the shadow 
of the main line viaduct and the piers of the 
old Brunel timber viaduct. 


HHHKH HHH 
Railway World 
April: Nice colour photo on page 196 


which will enable you to get your grassed embank- 
ment just right. It was once said that if you 
waited long enough at any station in England, 
an LNWR train would eventually turn up! - an art- 
icle on the LNWR in the East Midlands and in South 
Yorkshire proves this to be true. Video reviews. 
Study of the LSWR branch from Bentley (Hampshire) 
to Borden, where is connected with the Longmoor 
Military Railway - the latter station would be 
a good one to model (in 4 mm scale, it would re- 
quire about 16'). A look at the Central Division 
(old Midland Railway) of the LMS in 1925 and the. 
intensity of traffic. Last days of the Falmouth 
Docks steam locos - again a very good modelling 
prospect, with O-4-OT locos and amsll wagons and 
vans. BR Class 25s in service - plenty of good 
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photos of value for super-detailing, some in colour 
so you can get the oil stains correct! Severn 
Tunnel Junction today. The Harwich train ferry, 
where the train goes to sea — this would be quite 
a clever way of despatching your trains to the 
fiddle yard. 


May: Study of Potton on the Bedford to 
Cambridge line - nice detail of the ornamented 
Station canopy and the LNWR signal box. Hunslet 
locomotives 1949-1971. The elegant 4-4-2s of 
the Great Central Railway. Running a gravity 
train of slate wagons downhill on the Ffestiniog 
Railway. 


KEKEEK HHHKH 


Railway Magazine 


May: Changes on the Corby line in North- 
amptonshire - has some useful photographs of plat- 
form canopy detail and of iron ore wagons’ based 
on the familiar BR 16 ton mineral wagon. Tele- 
graphic terms used by the railway. Lovely colour 
photograph on page 294 of Haltwhistle station, 
showing the narrow bodied signal box, the unusual 
bracket signal for the bay platform, the footbridge 
and the wooden buildings on the main platform. 
It also shows a modern BR Pacer. (Looks like 
we've got a lot to do on our Haltwhistle!) Review 
of the world's 4-8-4T locomotives (a rare breed). 

Extracts provided by B E Thoday and A A Porter 


HHKKE HHKEK HEKEK HEHEHE 


FROM NARROW GAUGE AND SHORT LINE GAZETTE 
January-February 


Works equipment of those other 2' railroads 
(Kennebec Central, Wiscasset, Waterville and Farm- 
ington RR, Monson RR, Bridgton and Saco River/ 
Bridgton and Harrison). Superb plans and photos 
on how to build trestles (there were 160 trestles 


_———————— Sa 


FROM THE PRESIDENT 


As I write this, it is mid-August and the 
October exhibition is roughly six weeks hence 
(3-5 October). At this time all reports point 
to another successful exhibition - 63 exhibitors, 
including commercials, having expressed a desire 
to participate. Arrangements for publicity are 
in hand and the voluntary workers' registration 
forms have been posted. 

By the time you receive this issue of Smoke 
Signals, the abovementioned forms should have 
been returned to the - 

Roster Clerk 

Glenn Killham 

13 Avenal Road 

GYMEA BAY 2227 
The closing date is 28 August. If you intend 
visiting the Exhibition, why not donate some time 


STATE © 


along the 162 miles of the Rio Grande Southern 
right-of-way!). Building an Hon3 D & RGW work 
car, board by board. Part 42 of Harry Brunks' 
long running series on Up the Creek on the Narrow 
Gauge - this one is the Georgetown Power Company 
(Colorado). On3 logging in Pennsylvania - very 
good tips on tree making. Saw mill machinery 
at the St Clair Lumber Company. Scratchbuilding 


b | 
att 


in ¢ scale with the help of the remarkable CHB 
white metal kits. More logging in Mason County, 
Washington, Part 1, The Early Days. Some great 


shots of D & RGW K36s 481 and 482 at Chama. 


HKEEKH HKEEEK 


March-April 


Messing up your layout - the gentle art of 


clutter by Bob Brown, the Editor - oil drums, 
wire rope, you name it, they kept it!, wheels, 
corrugated iron, nothing was ever taken to the 


dump on the narrow gauge. Some good advice on 
how to construct timber box-cars by master scratch- 
builder Derrell Poole. Trackmaking in  4HO0On3, 
Sn3 and On3 by Charlie Getz. Building an On3 
O-4-2T. How to convert an HO AHM 0-4-0 mechanism 
to a really great backwoods saddle tank. Good 
advice on scratchbuilding No 0578 caboose to HOn3 
scale in Kapplerwood. Wood-burner weathering 
(watch your fingers!) by Gary Cerrone - a wood 
burning pen is the answer; a far more effective 
way than an X-acto knife; lovely grain, realistic 
knotholes and far, far quicker than conventional 
methods. How to convert an On3 Porter to 3" 
scale -.it takes a 9" radius curve, also plenty 
of detail, can't be bad! Part 43 of Up the Creek 
on the Narrow Gduge - The Clear Creek Company 
Sampling works. Part 2 of logging in Mason Coun- 
ty - The Simpson.Logging Company. Plans of narrow 
gauge camp car. : 

‘ Ken O'Shea 


\ NEWS 


to assist your Association. 

Country and interstate members are invited 
to make themselves known at the ‘Information Stand' 
at the Exhibition so that we may extend hospitality 
to them. 

As members will realise, the cost of running 
the Clubrooms is escalating, along with most other 
expenses, and, while nothing can be done about 
the charges levied by the local Council and the 
Water Board, we can endeavour to keep the elec- 
tricity charges to a minimum. Members, especially 
on work nights, are requested to keep the number 
of lights in use to the minimum for satisfactory 
utilisation, and use the electric jug rather than 
the hot water unit for making tea or coffee for 
a small number. Please switch off power points, 
and, with the exception of one row of fiuorescents 
in the main hall, all lights before switching 
off at the main before leaving the premises. 
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Good progress continues to be made on con- 
struction of the new HO Club layout, with the 
vast majority of the track and points having been 
laid on the lower level and ramp. Some controls 
have been built and mounted, point motors are 
being installed and some wiring is in place under 
the layout. If progress continues at the same 
rate, I think it likely that trains will be running 
on the lower level by the time you read this. 

Many thanks to Norm Read and his small team 
who are doing such good work. The Branch owes 
them a vote of thanks for their efforts - and 
remember most of them are foregoing their O gauze 
activities for the benefit of the HO members. 

See you at the Exhibition. 

Bob Wardrop 
President 


HHH KEKE HKEKE KHKKE 


RETRACTION 


And I thought I could get away with just 
sending it up. A sharp rebuke from the powers 
that be has brought me to my sesnes. The article 
about the AGM in the last issue was terribly mis- 


leading. The AGM referred to is that of the 
Federal body, not NSW Branch. There! All fixed 
up. 

HHH HHH HHHKK HHH 
CLINIC 


The SCMRA is holding a modelling convention 
on Saturday 14 November. This runs from 9.30 am 
to 5 pm. It will consist of six lectures, each 
of 45 minutes' duration. The registration fee 
is $6 per head. (Those with two heads will pay 


double.) For more information, write to - 
SCMRA 
PO Box 235 
MATRAVILLE 2036 
HHH HHH HHKKH HHH 


AND MORE CLINICS 


Not to be outdone, in a fit of jealousy, 
the NSW Branch Committee has decided that they 
should have clinics too! However, this’ body 
is not renown for its imagination, so it is asking 
for suggestions from members. What would you 
like to see demonstrated at the Clubrooms (within 
moral boundaries)? Remember, if there is no 
response, we will assume that there is no demand. 
See the Committeeman nearest you or write to us. 


Be really helpful and nominate specific topics 


and we will do our best. 


HHH HHEHE HHHHH HHKHH 


LIBRARY 


Yes, we do have one. In fact, it has recent- 
ly been very much graced by two beautiful new 
hard cover editions of 'Standards in Steam' - the 
30 and 32 class stories. So race down to the 
Clubrooms for a leisurely perusal of these master- 
pieces. 


KKEKEE HEKEH HEHEHE HHEKHH 


1987 EXHIBITION PRELIMINARY REPORT 


To date (early August), there are 62 exhibit- 
ors with many new and some very large layouts. 
As usual they will vary from 1 Gauge to Marklin 


Z Gauge. The 2' trams will again be in attendance 
outside. 
As Exhibition Chairman, I would urge all 


members to help in the staffing of this Exhibition. 
it'-is oer 25th. Because of this, I would like 
to make it our best to date, If you can only 
give a morning or even two hours, please help 


us out. To me it is sad to think that in the 
past we have had to rely on the help of interstate 
visitors to keep the place going. This should 
apply from the President down, and you should 
rotate your jobs so that you will know what is 
involved, and your feedback may help in making 
future exhibitions better. . 

I would like to point out that the running 
of the Club depends on successful exhibitions, 
and if you like and use the Club, you can repay 
this with a little time working for your Assoc- 
lation. | 

John Skilton 
HHKHH HHH | 


HEHE HHH 


SALES CUPBOARD 


I was going to run the usual generic 'sales 
cupboard! article again, but I remembered my Jour- 
nal-istic principles just in time. Besides, 
an exciting rumour was recently doing the rounds 
that EMBLETON'S in Meadowbank (some call it Ryde) 
are selling 3/32" cork (two ‘point something milli- 
metres), which is just right for trackbed, dirt 
cheap. Mind you, this information was current 
three months ago. ) 

White glue is still in plentiful supply at 
the Clubrooms for $4.50 per litre bottle, compared 
to about $15 for the same amount at the shops. 

All other items are as listed in the issue 


before this, and the one before .that, and the 
CG alesse ce 
KKH HHHKHK KKH | HHH 
N SCALE REPORT 
The layout looks GREAT. |The backdrop is 


up all along the wall, and the track is completely 
laid. Powering the pointwork and the yards is 
underway, and the trains now. have a _ wonderful 
dogbone continuous run to tread, with the install- 
ation of the temporary loop at the future entry 
onto the peninsula. : 

At 'Harden', a loading bank. has appeared, 
the work of Keith Cooper, and hills are taking 
their polystyrene shape. When the plasterwork, 
painting and most of the scenery for this stage 
is complete, the ultimate dimension will be added 


THE Mrs Bennett (see last issue). 


The way this layout is progressing, anyone 
would think it was pushed along for political 
reasons! 

Glenn Watson 
HHH HHH HRI HRHKK 


THE VERY SHORTEST O GAUGE REPORT EVER 


Norm says nothing is happening! 


HHI HHH HHH HHH 
RATIONS 
No, not again, you say. The ugly rash of 


conflict has appeared to plague us and will not 


ZO away until soothed. But the solution this 
time will sting. 
Complaints have been lodged (sigh) over 


Hawkesbury's tendency to be clogged up by members 
who place their entire collections on the tracks 
in the yard and leave them there. The Committee 
Suggests that the proper display area for models 
is when they are running on the double mainline 
track, not when they are in storage in the yard. 
So some RULES have been formulated. Everyone 
loves rules, because it becomes a privilege to 
break them later on. But in the meantime: 


] Each member is limited to TWO trains anywhere 
on the layout during their operating time. After 
all, it is logical that as only two trains can 
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run on both tracks at one time on dawkesbury, 
more trains per member is too many. 

2 Each member is limited to 30 minutes on the 
layout until every other member has had their 
30 minutes. This way a minimum running time 


will be established. Half an hour is quite some 
time to be operating anyway when you think about 
sh 2 

3 No member is to be in 


of Hawkesbury until 
their own trains, 


the operating well 
they are placing or removing 
Or operating their own trains. 


If it is not your 30-minute allowance, neither 
you nor your models should be occupying the layout. 
4 The schedule at every AMRA operating session 
should be filled in, and this will be enforced 
by the members of the Committee. 
HHH HHH HHH HH eX 

COMPLAINTS 

We should have a permanent office! But 


we don't, so put them in writing so the Committee 
can deal with them, Goodness knows, as far as 
writing goes, I set an example for you all! 


KKH HHEREH 


OLIDE NIGHT 


This night has been arranged so that members 
can bring in any of their slides of anything rail- 
way and let others see what they have done, and, 
if the shots are in the country, what they have 
seen. Encouraging other members to actually 
experience the prototype is very constructive, 
so bring any of your treasured pieces along. The 
competition is for EVERYONE. 


KEE 


HRW HII 


MEMBERS ' 


KREG KRKEK 


EXHIBITION MODELLING COMPETITION 


Yes! This year there will be an OPEN, re- 
peat, OPEN, modelling competition at the October 
exhibition. Spread the word. Anyone with a 
good model can enter. The only difference is 
that this is not the Federal competition that 


used to be run by Ken Edwards. Interstate members 
complained (with some justification) that getting 
models interstate was either very costly or risky, 
so it wasn't fair on the other states. AS a 
result, the competition just wasn't held, Which 
wasn't fair on the NSW members, as the replacement 
State Annual Competition was overlooked in 1986. 


Melton Bridge O Gauge layout. 
1984 AMRA Exhibition. 
Photo by Glenn Watson 


So I have decided to run this year's. The 
judges will be as competent and as knowledgeable 
as in the Federal comp, and your models can be 


on display to thousands of people. There will 
be a prize in each section, so if it is a top 
model scratchbuilt loco or a scratchbuilt public 
house, enter it. 


HHMHH HHH HHH HHH 
PROGRAM 
NOVEMBER 
7 Sat Layout operation 
13. Fri. Federal Annual General Meeting and 
layout operation 
21 Sat Layout operation 
27 Fri Members' Slide Night - Best train shot 
NOTE: 


Uperation of models is not permitted during 
other programmed activities, but may be sanctioned 
by the COM after the end of such activities - time 
periitting. 


Rockdale, 
and 2nd 


rleetings at Clubrooms, Chapel Lane, 
are held on the lst and 3rd Saturdays, 


and 4th Fridays of each month. Meetings, unless 
Otherwise specified, are as follows: 
Fridays 7.30 - 11 pm 
Saturdays 2-5 pm 

AMRA (NSW) Clubrooms telephone number is - 
39 1899, 

HAMM HK HHH HHKHK 

MODELLING SCOMPETLLTION 

This competition was poorly patronised on 
4 July. Shame on you all. But once again, 


youth came to the fore and saved the day. ROy 
Howarth was asked to put in two of his models 
to make up the numbers, and much to his surprise, 
he won! The winner was a CS passenger car con- 
verted from a Lima MBE. Quite a lot of work 
was done on this vehicle to give an accurate repre- 
sentation of the CS character. One point behind 
on 70/100 was a nice S truck by Brett Watson. 


This was a neat and thoroughly researched Casula 
S wagon kit. Brett's GSV wagon also showed his 
interest in-the 1960s period in NSWGR. Roy's 
AFS completed the entries, and the superb lining 
on this carriage showed his increasing finesse. 
The judges were Vic Hogan, Glenn Watson and Phil 
Morgan. Of course, I suppose it natural that 
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only junior modellers again will enter the next 


modelling competition on Saturday 17 October. 


Older modellers don't produce models of that stand- 
ard. 

At the Annual General Meeting of the NSW 
Branch, prizes will be given for Best Modeller 
and Best Junior Modeller. These are on point 
score only. 

HHH 
AMRA AND YOU 
AMRA is your Club. 


Are you an asset to the Club? 


KEKE HHH HEHE 


Do you give anything of yourself to the Club? 
Do you wait on someone else to make a layout, 


Mtr 
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PRESIDENT 'S PIECE. 


As a start to my President's Piece for this 
issue, I would like to thank all those members who 
gave so freely of their time on Saturday,22nd and 
Sunday,23rd, of August to clean up the Clubrooms in 
preparation for the get together and first official 
train running on the Sunday Afternoon. A special 
vote of thanks goes to the Ladies for the wonderful 
array of goodies that were provided for Afternoon 
Tea. Ladies you all did a wonderful job. 

It was pleasing to see the large number of 
members and their families who turned up ffor this 
function, and I am very sure all who took part will 
agree that it was a very pleasant and light hearted 
afternoon and evening. 

Mr Geoff Turner, one of the @Q.R.'s Public 
Relations Team was our Official Guest and did the 
honours with the operation of the first. official 
train and ribbon breaking ceremony. During the 
speeches, Mr Turner presented the Club with several 
copies of Queensland Railways new publication 
"Citytrain Electrification Project” which has been 
produced for distribution overseas. In return we 
presented Geoff Turner with a Tie Clasp as a 


memento of the occasion. The clasp has an 
engraving of one of the new Q.R. Electric Locos on 
pe 


The first offical train was Steve Malone's 
3501 Electric Loco and a Sunlander set. 

We now have a layout committee with Geoff 
Perkins as Chairperson and Ken Edge-Williams, Ted 
Ward and Kieth Trueman as Geoffs co-conspirators. 
You should of received a Questionaire by this time 
on what you would like to see incorporated into the 
new layout. Please fill it in as soon as possible 
and return it as this is your chance to have a say 
on how you would like to see the new = layout 
developed. 

With the 1988 Model Railway Show to be opened 
on the same day as the Expo 88, we may need some 
help as far as accomodation goes for our interstate 
and country exhibitors. If you have a spare room 
or a bed that you would be prepared to put an 
exhibitor up in, would you let us know as soon as 


GALLERY 


ee BRISBANE ie: 


set it up, plan it, do the electrical work, the 
scenery - or would you, after being given several 
chances to involve yourself with the design, prefer 
to be an armchair. CRITIC? 

This man does NOT constitute a good member. 
We are all very fortunate to have a good club 
with a lot of good active friendly people. 

Please - if you do not know enough about 
a certain job which needs to be done, TRY to LEARN. 
ERY. But don't be a destructive critic. be 
seems to be habit forming. And you find that 
the finished job is much better than you imagined. 


50: Attend, Involve, Learn, and you may 
be surprised - compliments may start flowing your 
way and not BRICK BATS. 

Ed Hogan 
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you can so that we can get this part of our 
Exhibition organised. 

As all the Queensland Branch members are aware 
the first thursday of each month is set aside for 
Committee of Management Meeting, there are no other 
activities in the Clubrooms that evening. If you 
have something that you would like to discuss with 
the committee or would like to sit in on the 
meeting you are welcome to do so. Whilst on the 
subject of meetins, our ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING is 
not that far away, and once again it is your chance 
to have a say in how the Club is run over the next 
twelve months, or you may even wish to stand for a 
position on the committee. So come along to the 
A.G.M. and have your say. 

On closing, I would like to thank all the 
members of the Branch for the help and support you 
have given me over the last year. I believe the 
Club has had another successful year and the 
cooperation that exists between the members is very 
heartening to see. I look forward to seeing as 
many of you that can make it to the Annual General 
Meeting. Good Modelling, 

Bob Mawson. 


KHHHH HERE HHHHH HEHE KEKE 


CLUBROOM ACTIVITIES. 


The weekend of the clubrooms opening was 
certainly a busy one for some branch members. 
Saturday was spent cleaning up and tiding the 
clubrooms so as to enable them to be seen in their 
best light for the many visitors expected. It was 
amazing how the canteen equipment and layout parts 
etc stacked away much neater the second time 
around. 

It was fortunate that the new workbench and 
library shelves could also be installed that day as 
well. 

Sunday started early for some members with 
further cleaning and tidying up as well as setting 
up the workshop and library with every thing ready 
in time for the start of the opening party at 2pm. 

A tremendous response from the membership was 
experienced with a large number of members’ and 
families attending. A special guest at the 
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opening at our invitation was Mr and Mrs Clive 
Mctaggart, A well known model -railroacer in 
Brisbane for as long as anyone can remember. 

After the opening ceremony with Geoff Turner 
from QR and the compulsory ribbon cutting ceremony 
it was into an excellent afternoon tea prepared by 
the ladies. 

Vidios were screened and proved to be most 
entertaining especially the excellent ones supplied 
by QR. We had as well some British and American 
ones but ran out of time for the QR ones of Arthur 
Hayes SO we will have to have another night to see 


them soon. 
HHH HH 


BRANCH TIMETABLE. 


HHHKH HHHHH HHEKEK HKHKHH 


Club meeting times are now on the Ist and 3rd 
Saturday and the the 2nd and 4th Thurday of the 
month. The Committee of Management meets on the 
Ist Thursday of the Month. 

The meeting times are; Running sessions,6.30pm 
Thursdays, 12.30pm Saturdays, and the Monthly 
Business meetings on the forth Thursday is at 
7.30pm. A light supper is usually provided after 
each session and a donation of 20c usually covers 
the tea and bikkies etc. For those with a colder 
taste, fruit juices and canned soft drinks are 
available for purchase. The sales cupboard is 
usually open at all meetings. 

1/10/87 THURSDAY C.O0.M. 
3/10/87 SATURDAY Running day. 
8/10/87 THURSDAY Running day. 
11/10/87 SUNDAY Outing to Strathpine Live Steam. 
See following notice. 
17/10/87 SATURDAY Running day. 
22/10/87 THURSDAY ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. Commences 
7.30pm followed by Slide Quiz. Election of 
Officers for the next year. 


5/11/87 THURSDAY C.0.M. 

7/11/87 SATURDAY Running day. 

12/11/87 THURSDAY Running day. 

21/11/87 SATURDAY Running day. 
26/11/87 THURSDAY Monthly Business Meeting. 


Note.. Running day includes Talking, reading, 
building of models etc. 


John Newells 2000 class railmotors which he 
has been modifying to modern drive systems. 
They were originally built for him in the 
“pre-decimal”" era of his life. They are 
built out of nickle silver to give the 
realistic Stainless Steel finish the 
Prototype has. 


or wi Al WT LNG yO SMeEE . 

On Sunday 11th October we have a special 
outing to the Queensland Society of Model anc 
Experimental Engineers at Strathpine for a live 
steam running day. 

The day begins at Strathpine at 11.Q0am. 

Trains will start running at 12 noon. Barbecue 
facilities are available for those who want to 
partake of them and for those who don't, a range of 
food is sold. Bring the family along ffor. a 
Barbecue lunch or just for the afternoon and Give 
the kids (Dads etc.) a train ride or two. Bring 
your friends as well if you want to. Trains will 
stop running at 4.oopm. 

Just one request, let the secretary know if 
you are coming to make it easy on the QSMEE for 
organizing. Follow the map to get to the place 
and please OBSERVE THE STRICT 1O0KPH SPEED LIMIT ON 
THE DIRT DRIVEWAY AT THE ENTRANCE. 


KEK HH HHHKH KHEKHE KHKHH KEKE 
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STATION TALK. 


Our founding member has been at it again, 


proving age is no barrier to modelling. Steve 
Suggitt has just finished his latest loco,3103 
"John Jeffcoat" in Sn3% scale. This loco will be 
a mate for his last QR electric loco 3503 "Doug 


Mendoza". Everything is scratch built on these 
models and Steve has used Mantua motors in 3503 anc 
Airfix motors in 3103. So far Steve has been the 
first to make models of each of the electric locos 
plus the suburban EMU. I wonder if he will also be 
the first to make a model of the new north coast 
train "Spirit of Capricorn”. 

Niel and Julie Johnman have been working on 
something else and we hope to see the results in 
the near future. It apparently has to do witn 
duplication. 

Talking of new developments, remember that the 
layout suggestions close on the 22/10/87 which is 
the AGM. so if you haven't sent your questionaire 
back yet, you better hurry up, but remember the 


ladies are not in favour of a helix down the stairs 
and a branch over the sink and through the toilets 
and around the library shelves. 
a retreat away from our trains. 


Appears they need 


: ~~ ees 
A past sight of the end of Bijimbee Yard, 
Showing the excellent scenery work which is 
the hallmark of John Hill. Notice the hand 
carved cliffs which appear to lean back- 
wards although they are straight up and 
down. 


Notice the new shelves and workbenches in the 
Clubrooms. Ain't they bonza. Pity now though as 
they are so nice it means we will have to keep tre 
books tidy and put things away after use etc etc. 
More work for us, just so the place can look .1ixe 
Buckingham Palace. Maybe when those royals core 
over next year to open the Expo 88 they can pop .- 


and feel at home. I hear the Duke is a train 
lover. Gee Just imagine, AMRA Qld."by_ Rovai 
Appointment." And oh yes, while on the subject of 
class. It has been notice that not all members are 


wearing top hat and tails to the meetings, as a 
matter of fact none have. Surely this standard #1f 
establishment must be at least a black tie affair. 

It was great to see Alan Mac. bring his wife 
along to the club, and we all thought he was too 
fast to let a female catch him. Great to have you 
along Doreen. 

The members who went to the Modelling Convent- 
ion at Sydney really enjoyed themselves and founc 
it was a great learning experience. Some were 
amazed with the high standard of modelling that is 
around nowdays. Seems more are interested in 
going down next year if it is on. 

Kieth Wilcox the President, 
days and inspected the Clubrooms and was 
impressed with the new joint. 

Don and his wife are at the moment tripping 
around the state via Qld rail and one would think 
he has had enough of train travel, but no, it is 
still onwards he goes. Seems his wife is now 
wishing he would take up bowls or like so she can 
Sit in one place for a while and get her breath. 

The QR layout is on the move again after being 
exhibited at Toowong Shopping Centre and_ the 
Ekka.(RNA Show for the Southerners.), it is off to 
springsure for the railway centenary. Arthur 
Hayes who has manned it most of the time that it 
has been on display is still amazed at how people 
are still flocking to see it and reckons seeing the 
smiles on the faces makes it all worth while. 

Ted Ward is going to give a talk on photography 
at the November meeting and the methods to get a 
sucessful photo. etc. Should be interesting as he 
will have some bird shots to show us. I can't wait 
to see what he has in store for us. 

Remember if you are a member who for various 
reasons cannot actively take part in the meetings 
etc at South Brisbane then you can still be a 
vibrant part in AMRA Qld by contributing to the 
Journal. It doesnt matter if you are not a willy 
shaky-a-spere or such just give the information and 
we can put it together for you. An article about 
your layout, or a model you have made, or a place 
you have been to, a good photo location etc. 

Remember that those of you housed in the country, 
that members from the city holiday out your way and 
would love to call in and meet you if you want tnem 
to or see the railway sights in your area. Even a 
photo of you and a little bit of information would 
be great so what about it. 

Contact me at 4 Murphy St.,West Ipswich,4305. 


visited for a few 
very 
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THE BRANCHLINE DOES GET READ! 


There's no doubt that the Australian Broad- 
Casting Corporation are reading The Branchline, 
for they have taken pity on the problem of all 
of my grandchildren (see last issue of The Branch- 
line), and have decided to repeat the 'Thomas 
the Tank Engine’ series on television! Thanks 
to those AMRA members (and others) who offered 
help. 

There's no doubt that some of the AMRA members 
read their copy of The Branchline closely from 
front cover to rear cover. In the February issue, 
there was a small reference to the locomotive 
building habits of the North British Railway and 
this led to an irate Scot challenging 'the facts' 
in the last issue of The Branchline. Now, we 
have Graham Watson producing ‘chapter and verse’ 
to prove that a 'Decapod’ is NOT a locomotive 
with the O-10-O wheel arrangement as claimed in 
the very small item at the foot of page 7 of the 
last issue. Well, we couldn't have that! The 
source of the information used in that item was 
a small booklet included with the May issue of 
Railway Modeller, a magazine published in the 
UK, as is known by most. This booklet is titled 
Model Railway Terminology, and is full of infor- 
mation on all manner of things associated with 
our hobby. It very clearly shows the O-10-0 
wheel arrangement (as described by the Whyte system 
of notation) IS a 'Decapod', while a 2-10-0 loco- 
motive does not have any 'title' at all. 

Graham produced as his reference the NMRA 
Data Book from our own library, and there on Sheet 
D9a 1 are silhouettes of an O-10-0O locomotive, 
titled '10-wheel Switcher' and a 2-10-00 locomotive, 
titled 'Decapod'. At least it did agree that 
a 4-6-0 locomotive is a 10-wheeler! 

Well, ait certainly looked as if your Editor 
waS wrong again, until he was able to find another 
reference which showed that everyone was right! 
That was a ‘Pommy Book' (as Graham would call 
it), The Railway Data Book by J N Westwood, pub- 
lished in Cambridge by Patrick Stephens Limited, 
and is intended, as it says, as a ‘general refer- 
ence work and source of basic information for 
the railway enthusiast being virtually a concen- 
tration of facts, histories and concepts'. This 
book, which should be on every enthusiast's book- 
shelf, says that an O-10-0 locomotive is a 'Deca- 
pod' IN EUROPE and a 2-10-O0 locomotive is a 'Deca- 
pod' IN AMERICA. Honour is satisfied all round! 

Alan Porter 


Editor 
HHH HHH HHH HHH 
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE CHANGES 
Chris Paterson has found it necessary to 


tender his resignation from the Management Commit- 
tee - unfortunately work is interfering with his 
hobby! On behalf of all Branch members, 'Thanks 
Chris for a job well done' 


AMRA Journal 


(Examination of the Minutes of the Inaugural 
and Foundation Meeting of the WA Branch held on 
1 May 1972 shows that Chris was one of the two 
Committeemen elected from the 32 financial - and 
two unfinancial members - present at the meeting. 
So you can see that Chris has done his bit for AMRA 
not only in the recent past.) 


John Ellis had previously indicated a willing- 
ness to serve on the Committee, and has accepted 
an invitation to fill the position left vacant 
by Chris Pateron's' resignation. John joined 
the Branch earlier this year and quickly ‘'got 
involved' with the new N scale layout construction. 
Welcome to the team. 


KRKKK HH HHH HHH HHEKHK 
BRANCH SECRETARY 
The Management Committee (and the _ Branch) 


is still without a Secretary - we are still hoping 
that YOU will volunteer. 

AS an interim measure, Arno De Smalen is 
taking the Minutes at the meetings of the Commit- 
tee, I am looking after all general correspondence 
and the typing and distribution of the Minutes 
and Alan Porter is handling all membership and 
financial correspondence. 

All correspondence 
addressed to - 

The Secretary 


should continue to be 


AMRA 
WA Branch Inc 
PO Box 60 
MAYLANDS ~~ WA 6051 
Ted Thoday 
SHI HIHIHENH HR HHH 


RAILWAY MODELLING COMPETITION 


Again this year the Railway Modelling Com- 
petition will be held as a combined event with 
ModelRail '87; the exact date and venue have 
yet to be finalised, but will be in the second 
half of October. 

Further details and entry forms are available 
from the - 

Competition Manager 


PO Box 60 
MAYLANDS WA 605] 
You've got to be in it to win it - what will 


‘e 


your entry be this year? 


HKREH KEKE KKEKE KREKE 


LAYOUT REPORT 


The track gang is busy again on the Colorado 
Pacific Railroad (N scale layout), correcting 
some of the problems found while running the layout 
at the Model Railway Exhibition at the Wool Pavil- 
ion at the Showgrounds. 

Running the layout at the Exhibition without 
scenery has proved to be very beneficial as the 
problems can be corrected easily without too much 
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drastic surgery of the surrounding landscape. 
The main areas receiving attention are the radii 
of some of the curves which proved to be too tight, 
some of the gradients which have some sections 
much steeper than they should be, and one point 
which was in the wrong location. 

While ali this is progressing, work is also 
in hand on the electrical system, with John Martin 


attaching 'dropper' wires to the rails where re- 
quired. Members are ,working on the layout at 
almost every General Club Activities meeting, 


so why don't you come along and help? 

The ‘Haltwhistle’ (00 scale) layout is avail- 
able for members to operate their own trains on 
at these meetings, as usual (BUT WE WOULD RATHER 
SEE YOU WORKING ON THE NEW N SCALE LAYOUT!!) 

Simon Mead 
Layout Manager 


KHHKH KEKKE KEKE 


INCORPORATION 


Just a bit less than two years after the 
WA Branch Management Committee was told by the 
Federal Committee of Management of the Association 
that COM approval of the Branch's desire to obtain 
the protection of incorporation was ‘not on’, 
the advice now being handed out to all Branches 
of the Association is to get incorporated. We 
couldn't agree more! 

The NSW Branch has sought a copy of the WA 
Branch Constitution which was the vehicle for 
our Branch incorporation, and we have sent copies 
of it to the Queensland and Victorian Branches, 
should they wish to model their approaches upon 
Our experience. 


HEKEH 
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A TALE OF TWO MEETINGS 


I recently attended a computer club meeting 
as a visitor/potential member. On arrival among 
approximately 50 members, I stated my intentions 
to the person at the door who was checking members' 
names. My name, address and telephone number 
were recorded and I was given a copy of the latest 
newsletter. During the meeting, the President 
acknowledged ‘a few new faces in the crowd', and 
pointed to where the specialist groups would set 
up at the end of the meeting. 


At the conclusion of the formal meeting, 
people went their separate ways. Apart from 
renewing a previous acquaintance, who assured 


me that the new venue provided a more close-knit 
atmosphere, 

chum' . After discussing our relevant situations, 
I realised that I was somewhat 'further down the 


road' than he was and I offered him advice and 
assistance. 

I intend to join this club for access to 
their library, if for nothing else. Although 


only 1/10th of the size of AMRA (WA), it contains 


expensive books and magazines specifically for 
my machine, which are not widely available in 
WA. 


The subscription for the once monthly meet- 
ings, the newsletter, access to the library and 
some public domain software (and hopefully event- 
ually, some conversation) is $25 per year. When 
I compare these to what one gets of AMRA, and 
1 recollect my first visit to AMRA (WA) in 1979 
when not only the Duty Committeeman, but a few 
other members went out of their way to make me 
feel welcome, I can't help wondering if AMRA (WA) 
is as bad as some people paint us from time to 
time. 

John Martin 


HHH HKKEH KEE EE KKH 


my only contact was with another 'new ° 


'THE MOUNT NEWMAN CHRONICLE' 


From 6 May, the size of conventional trains 
was increased from 180 to 192 cars and one of 
the two daily Locotrol trains from 250 to 270 
cars. Total weight of the conventional trains 
has increased from 23 000 tonnes to 25 OOO tonnes, 
and the Locotrol train from 32 500 tonnes to 35 000 
tonnes. Each weekday, three 192-car trains and 
two Locotrol trains operate between the Mine and 
Nelson Point. In addition, a 90-car train would 
travel between Weeli Siding and Nelson Point. 
At weekends, an additional 192-car train will 
Operate between the Mine and Nelson Point instead 


FROM 


of the 9Q-car train. 


Contracts have been awarded for the supply of 
seven experimental aero-dynamically designed ore 
Cars. The cars will incorporate a new suspension 
and/or bogie design capable of a 40 tonne axle 
loading and a speed of 90 kmh. (Current limits 
are 32.5 tonnes at 75 kmh.) This is the first 
phase of a program to update the ore car fleet. 
The second phase will involve cars using different 
materials and bogies. After evaluation of these 
experimental cars, a decision will be made on 
the future of the ore car fleet. 

Recently commissioned is a concrete sleeper 
plant for the production of 50 O00 pre-stressed 
concrete sleepers. Various trial material mixes 
were poured to obtain the optimum production mix. 
The sleepers will make up about 30 kilometres 
of track and will be the world's biggest pre- 
stressed concrete sleeper for heavy haulage rail- 
ways. | 
HHH HHH 


HHH KEKKE 


LIBRARY NOTES 


Oh well, it's that time again to place pen 
to paper or is it vice versa? 

Since last writing, my assistant, Harry Vos- 
per, has left on his five to six-month -holiday 
around Australia, this situation leaving me without 
an assistant. Never mind, after a bit of nigg- 
ling, I managed to coerce our Vice President (Simon 
Mead) and Cyril Cocker into helping me run the 
Library until Harry returns. Also the new library 
shelves have been temporarily 'shelved' until 
Alan Porter returns from Carnarvon and has_ been 
able to get over his jet lag. 

Latest acquisitions in the Library are six 
new video tapes on model railway subjects and 
a book. The new videos are described in the 
"Member's Supplement" to this issue of The Branch- 
line. The book is called ‘Modelling BR 1948-1968' 
and is written by Chris Leigh. It covers subjects 
relating to the main developments and changes 
during the years 1948 to 1968, the various types 
of locomotives, multiple unit trains, etc. It 
describes the modelling points to look out for 
as well as listing the various proprietary items 
you can use. It is a companion volume to the 
other books in the Library - 

Modelling the GWR 

Modelling the LMS 

Modelling BR Now 

These books and others can be borrowed from 
the Branch's Library by seeing one of your ever 
helpful Librarians. | 

Privately, at home I have been reading books 
written about the 'Colditz Prison Camps' located 
in Germany during World War 2. Anyone who has 
seen the video 'A Railfan's Tour of Europe, Part 
3 - Austria’ (of which we have a copy in our 
Library) will realise that the scenes taken in 
Salzburg, Austria, are very similar to those about 
Hitler's Redoubt (or Hideaway), 'Eagles Nest', 
this being located just inside Germany on the 
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other side of the river border with Austria. 
Also the Laufen Prison Castle, where author Pat- 
rick Reid, MBE, and mining engineer, Jim Rogers, 
at different times attempted tunnelling escapes, 
is very close to the Austrian-West German border. 

Ha! You may ask, what does all this have 
to do with railways? 

During World War 2, the railways were kept 
running for the movement of troops, military 
machinery, transport for prisoners of war and 
hush-hush transport for escaped prisoners of war. 
Patrick Reid successfully escaped from Colditz 
to Switzerland using the railways. If anybody 
wants to borrow these books, which make good read- 
ing while modelling in armchairs, they may be 
borrowed from me _ personally through the AMRA 
Library Service. 

Also, privately I am thinking about modelling 
the Electric Railway Line which ran between East 
Perth (now Claisebrook) Yards and the East Perth 
Power Station. This is to lead into a long term 
project to model the East Perth Locomotive Depot, 
which is now the site of the Westrail Centre and 
Perth Terminal. If anybody could help with photo- 
graphs, plans, etc, these will be greatly apprec- 
iated. 

Oh, well, I must Stop writing now, so that 

can make the next air mail flight to Carnarvon 
here our Editor is chewing his finger nails up 

o his elbows waiting for this contribution! 
Arno de Smalen 
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HERE'S A HINT 


At a recent ‘Bring and Show', one of our 
members brought along a set of corridor connections 
(or concertinas, or diaphragms, as some call them), 
which can be made at home at little cost. 

. They are made from black cartridge paper, 
which can be purchased in large sheets about 20" x 
15" at Jacksons or other drawing supply houses 
and, preferably, black Plasticard. The dimensions 
of the various bits and pieces that these materials 
are cut into are given below. 


' 25 Black paper 
eee Gane (all dimensions in millimetres) 
—H2)}e- a2 pe ie 


Black paper 


C 


0.030" Plasticard 


Method of Assembly 


Take a Plasticard piece C, glue a piece of 
paper A to it centrally, then place a piece of 
paper B over the paper A, fold the 'flaps' of 
A over B, then place another piece of paper A 
over the paper B, fold the 'flaps' of B over the 
second paper A, then place another piece of paper B 
on top, fold the ‘'flaps' of A over the last B 
and so on until there are about three of each 
type on the _'stack'. Finish off with another 
piece of Plasticard C glued centrally to the last 
card. Glue *the completed assembly to the end 
of your coach. .~ 
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PROGRAM 


October 


5 Mon Painting and Weathering 
OK. You've got the locomotives, wagons 
and carriages. Now let's paint them and make 
them look as if they've been working and been 
travelled in. 


10 Sat General Club Activities 

The Library is open, the Haltwhistle layout 
is there for informal operation, there are kindred 
Spirits to talk to and there is also the new N 
scale layout to work on. See you there! 


\ 


14 Wed Video Night - Dick Smart's UK trip 
19 Mon General Club Activities 
24 Sat Wiring for Beginners 
This is part of a new series aimed mainly 


It is a direct result 
members 


at the Junior members. 
of the input received from the Junior 
at the Junior Forum held in March. 


28 Wed 


NOTE THAT THE 1987 RAILWAY MODELLING COMPET- 
ITION AND MODELRAIL '87 WILL ALSO BE HELD IN THE 
LATTER HALF OF OCTOBER. THE EXACT DATES AND 
THE VENUE WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE NEXT ISSUE 
OF THE BRANCHLINE. 


TIMES OF MEETINGS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Mondays and Wednesdays 
Saturdays 


General Club Activities 


8 pm 
2 pm 

All meetings are held in the Branch Clubrooms, 
which are on Meltham Station, unless otherwise 


Stated. The rooms will be open at least 15 min- 
utes earlier than the abovementioned times. 
Visitors are welcome. 

HHHKH HHH 


Dennis Ling and Barry Keens are responsible 
for planning the forward program of meetings of 
the Branch. If you have some special skill or 
knowledge of model or prototype railways that 
you would like to impart to other members, Dennis 
and Barry would be glad to hear from you. They 
will make arrangements to fit your subject into 
the future program at a time convenient to you 
and to match in with other events in the already 
prepared ‘master plan'. 

Alternatively, if there is something that 
you want to learn about and you think there may 
be other members ‘in the same boat', let Dennis 
and Barry know and they will endeavour to satisfy 
you. 


HI HHH HH SIE 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
The members of the West Australian Model 


Railway Club Inc 'broke' a few bottles of champagne 
on Wednesday 10 June, which was exactly 30 years 
to the very day that six people met to form the 


oldest model railway club in WA. Congratulations 
from WA Branch Inc, AMRA. 
HHH HHH HHH HREKK 


AND NOW THE BEG ONE...... 


Remember in the February issue of The Branch- 
line, we mentioned that we intended to make appli- 
cation to the Department for Sport and Recreation 
for a capital grant towards the building costs 
of a possible new Clubrooms in Moojebing Street, 
Bayswater. | 

Well, we've been granted $13 700 by the De- 
partment. 

Alan Porter 
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SHOP TALK 
WEDDING BELLS 


A very informative 'dicky bird' has told 
us that Jim Preston (of P&J Models in Canning 
Highway, South Perth) is to marry Lesley on Satur- 
day 26 September. We wish them both every happi- 
hess in their future lives. 


KKK HHKHH 


DETAILING PARTS 


If you are into detailing proprietary models 
of steam or diesel locomotives or diesel multiple 
units, see the very extensive listing of conversion 
kits and various parts and accessories of white 
metal and etched brass in the ‘Mainly Trains’ 
advertisement on page 23a of the June issue of 
Railway Modeller. 


HEEKE KEKKE 


READY-TO-RUN WAGON COMPENSATING UNITS 


MJT Scale Components of 41 Oak Avenue, Craw- 
ley, Sussex, England, are now marketing compensa- 
tion units for 'the majority of the wagons produced 
by Airfix, Bachmann, Dapol and Mainline’. They 
are based on the same principle as conventional 
compensating W-irons, but featuring internal bear- 
ings on the ‘rocking’ end. The remaining axle 
retains its pin point bearing. 
at about 35p per wagon (that would be about 90 
cents in Australia by mail order), and are avail- 
able in OO scale (i.e. for 16.5 mm gauge) and 
for EM and P4 (i.e. for 18.2 mm and 18.83 mm 
gauges). 
of the June issue of Railway Modeller. 

HHH KHUHH 
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NEW MATCHBOX * YESTERYEAR’ RELEASE 


Nonny Moise tells us that there is a nice 
model of an open top B-type London tram now avail- 
able in the Matchbox ‘Yesteryear’ range. PEs 
is to HO scale, i.e. 1/87, and is a bit more expen— 
sive than the Keil Kraft kits of the same thing 
mentioned in last month's’ column. Also, for 
the OO, EM or S4 modellers, there is a big scale 
discrepancy between the two models, so they cannot 
be placed near to each other. 


KHHEH HHEKE HEHE KHEEE 


NOTICED IN ‘VINTAGE ROADSCENE' 


'Vintage Roadscene' is a quarterly magazine 
published by Ian Allan Ltd, and covering the his- 
toric commercial, public service and passenger 
carrying vehicle preservation scene and reminis- 
cences. There is usually something of interest 
to the railway modeller in every issue, because 
such vehicles were often to be found servicing 
the railways (or being serviced by them), and 
also there is usually an article or two about 
road vehicle models. 

In the last issue seen in the local newsagents 
were articles on - 

looking at Model Fire Appliances (British 
makes other than the Dinky Toy range which featured 
in an earlier issue). This covers the Lesney 
Matchbox items, Mettoy, Corgi and a few other 
pre-war brands now long since gone into the cate- 
gory of Collector's items. 

Adapting a Keil-Kraft Foden C-type steam 
wagon kit to make a model of a steam omnibus (ap- 
parently, one of these was used to take the Foden 
Works Brass Band to contests in the period 1916 
to 1926). 

Quite apart from these articles, there are 
plenty of pictures of buses, lorries, vans, etc, 
and of road ‘furniture’, such as Belisha Beacons, 
bollards, petrol pumps of earlier days and other 


They work out 


See the MJT advertisement on page 45a 
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things which are fairly likely to have to be model- 
led if your model railway has any sort of urban 


character, so you can see that this magazine can 
be of value to the railway modeller too. 
Nonny 
HHH HHH HHHHK HH HI 
BOOK REVIEWS 
GWR COUNTRY STATIONS 
by Chris Leigh 
Ian Allan Ltd pp 128 
ISBN 07110 1108 7 56.95 


($17.95 from Derrick Enterprises) 


The author obviously has considerable empathy 
with this subject and spent many hours and a great 
deal of time and effort to photograph, draw and 
document as many buildings as possible before 
the '‘vandals' of BR got to work and destroyed 
those not being used for railway purposes. The 
result is a superb book giving the history of 
each major ‘type’ of building, the construction 
materials and methods used. 

The photographs, which are from a variety 
of sources, are generally of excellent quality. 


Some very early photographs are not up to this 
standard, but do not detract from the overall 
quality. 

The author. says -".+;.. the drawings have been 


reproduced from a combination of site measurements, 
known standard dimensions and calculation from 
photographs. Where details are in doubt, these 
are mentioned in the accompanying texe 

If you are modelling the Great Western Railway 
(or some of its constituent companies), you cannot 
afford to be without this book on your bookshelf. 
The second book in the series is awaited. 
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THE GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY -— 150 GLORIOUS YEARS 
General Editors - Patrick Whitehouse and 

David St. J Thomas 

D&C pp 206 

ISBN O 7153 8530 5 £ 12.95 


(Also published as a Railway Book Club 'special' by 
Guild Publishing of London) 


Sub-titled 'GWR Official Souvenir. 
British Rail, Western Region' 


Authorised. by 


This book is a brief history of the Great 
Western Railway and its effect on British Railways, 
Western Region. 

The various contributors to the book are 
very one-eyed in their view that the GWR was the 
only REAL railway (quite right too - says Nonny's 
helpmate). Plenty of illustrations, some in 
colour, a couple of drawings, but most importantly, 
Many titbits which your reviewer had not seen 
before. One column of each page, separate from 
the main text, has been used for these titbits 
and the captions to the photographs. Most of 
the photographs are full of ‘railway atmosphere’ 
and are worth studying just for the detail visible. 

Your reviewer is extremely grateful that 
a friend had the forethought to give this book 
as a present. | 


HEKEEK HHKEKE 


THE HISTORY OF THE GREAT WESTERN AEC DIESEL 
RAILCARS : 


Compiled by C W Judge 
Oxford Publishing Co Ltd 
ISBN 0 86093 139 O 


pp 234 
£19.95 
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($49.95 from Derrick Enterprises) 


This book covers the same subject as an ear- 


lier book (with a similar title), published by 
Wild Swan. Therefore, there is considerable 
duplication. This book contains information, 
drawings, photographs, etc, which were not in 


the Wild Swan book, and from that point alone 
is well worth the cost to anyone with an interest 
in the prototype. 

The book is up to the usual OPC standard, 
covering the subject from the very early days 
(1904) when a number of companies were experiment- 
ing with petrol engined coaches and RoadRailer 
vehicles, to the production of the first Hardy 
railcar for the GWR and its subsequent development 
through to the end of the GWR. 

Of particular interest is the chapter. on 
railcar workings and timetables which gives a 
most interesting insight into how those vehicles 
were used and their effect on services. 

A definitive work which should be 
bookshelf of all GWR lovers. 


on the 


BET 
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BR. STEAM IN COLOUR 1948-1968 
by Colin Boocock 
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PRESIDENTS PIECE 


As indicated in the last Journal, I have 
been elected to the position of Branch President 
for another term, It certainly does not seem 
like three years since, with some apprehension, 
I accepted the nomination for that position. A 
lot of things have happened in those three years. 
One major undertaking, the extension to the Club- 
rooms, has been proved to be an extremely valuable 
asset in terms of storage space, as well as a 
work area. If all goes to plan, the balance 
outstanding on our original loan of $28 000 will 
be paid off by the middle of 1988. * I might add 
that I take no credit for this, all the kudos 
must go to our erstwhile Treasurer, Stuart Wester- 
man, for getting the concept off the ground and 
securing the monies necessary to fund the work. 
In spite of his grizzles about the interest charged 
(it was from his bank), I still think we can thank 
the National Australia Bank for holding their 
rates at the level they did. 

Recently I was pleased to attend (finally) 
a layout visitation day. The Victorian Branch 
has been conducting these visits to different 
parts of Melbourne with the idea of seeing other 
people's layouts, and, in the process, gaining 
some ideas yourself. On this particular occasion 
we went to Berwick to see an outdoor gauge 1 layout 
running LGB and radio controlled live steam. As 
it was such an inclement day, only the live steam 
could be run; however, in the garage was an exten- 
Sive OO gauge layout which utilised early Maerklin 
stud contact track. The rolling stock was British 
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Ian Allan Ltd pp 112 

tern OD 7110 16/1 2 £7.95 
Here is a valuable, visual reference book 

for modellers of British Railways. From the 


files of Colour-Rail, the book reproduces nothing 
but colour pictures dating from 1948 when BR was 
formed, through to the end of steam in the 1960s. 
Lots of rare scenes are presented, even the short- 
lived Southern Railway ‘'Leader' in undercoat, 
and every sort of locomotive and train is depicted. 
The book demonstrates superbly the great variation 
in cleanliness, from glossy ex-paintshop to thick 
grime. For those too young to remember (or those 
who model BR and never saw the steam era), it 
presents a vivid picture of steam days on BR and 
shows the subtleties of colour ‘in service’ - e.g. 
the varying shades of green on Southern Region 
coaches, the variation of colour of the cab side 
numbers of locomotives, etc. It's a great book 
to have by you when painting or weathering your 
models for getting the rust and grime on frames 
and motions just right, for getting those water 
treatment chemical stains on the boiler just right, 
for getting the shade of red on the buffer beams 
JUS FLOR toes 
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prototype modified to three rail pickup, and it 
ran very: well. Our second call was Frankston 
to see Arthur Jenkinson's British 00 gauge layout 
and his 7i" gauge Southern Pacific SD40-2 which 
features air actuated brakes, like the real thing 
(very effective), a warning bell as per US prac- 
tice, plus exceptional hauling power. All this 
from auto storage batteries. I was also very 
impressed with the way Arthur has been able to 


compress so much detail into the area left in 
his garage (the car sits outside). Hopefully 
photos I took will be suitable for Journal. 


Our last layout for the day was at Mentone, and 
was outdoor O gauge. Again the weather had affec- 
ted the electrical pickup; in fact there was 
a significant power loss as the wooden sleepers 
were leaking power to the ground. However, we 
were at least able to see some venerable Bassett 
Lowke engines hauling some equally long lived 
Exley coaches around an extensive run of hand 
laid track. Before leaving we were shown a short 
film which gave a history of the line which had 
been constructed in the early 1950s when just 
about everything had to be improvised. It effec- 
tively illustrated what was done in those days 
to achieve a reliable outdoor railway. All in 
all, it was a very rewarding day, and I can commend 
the idea to you all. There is always something 
to be learnt in this hobby, and this is a good 
way to do it. 

It was pleasing to see the roll up at our 
last working bee in June where the task of derust- 
ing and spot painting the roof of the Clubrooms 
was started. Half the roof was covered before 


the weather stopped proceedings. In view of 
the work involved, this was an extremely good 
result. It is hoped to have the job completed 


at the next working bee in August. It is then 
intended to paint the entire roof when the weather 
improves at the end of the year. This in itself 
will be quite a job, so don't leave it tothe few, 
they're your Clubrooms too! 

I was very interested to read Alan Porter's 
article in the last Journal regarding locos of 
the NBR and GN of S&S. Alan made mention of a 
note from Jim Greenshields where Jim talked of 
the LNER P2 locomotives and referred to Knight 
of Thistle as being one of the six. Actually 
this engine was built as a 4-6-2 not a 2-8-2; 


in fact, it was numbered 65 in the A3 classifi- 
cation, whereas the six P2s that were converted 
to 4-6-2s were given the A2/2 classification. 
Certainly their appearance after being rebuilt 


was, I'm sure, a disappointment to a lot of people. 
Geoff Brown 


HHESESESE HEKIEH HERE HHKEH 


LIBRARY NOTES 


A straightforward, simple set of instructions 
for the building of electronic train controllers, 


from the simplest to the fairly sophisticated; 
detection units and their application; point 
control; even noises off, steam and diesel. 


That's H A Penfold's Model Railway Projects. Yes, 


you need to know the difference between a resistor 
and a condensor, but not much more than that. 


If you're interested, but timid, it's worth looking 


at. All the above, with the minimum of hype. 

We already had a copy of Martin Evans' Model 
Locomotive Valve Gear, which I'd forgotten, but I 
didn't mind spending $5.95 when I found that the 
copy I'd bought was in fact a revised edition. 
I don't know what the changes mean (there are 
some), but I intend to find out - to be honest, 
I intend to read it, skipping the mathematics, 
to find out just what the Stevenson's or the Wal- 


schaerts'’ gear actually do. It looks like a 
good, clear exposition; essential, I'd guess, 
for anyone building live steam. 

Thank you Altona Public Library. You may 


but three of the books you disposed 
up on our doorstep. A couple 
we have already, but Unusual Locomotives by Ernest 
F Carter is well worth having. They were unusual 
in their days, not by any means necessarily crazy, 
just, well, different. The book, written in 
the doomed days of steam, is in fact almost a 
history of steam. A cheerily-written, readable 
history at that. 


not know it, 
of have turned 


Brian Southwell 
Librarian 
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GENERAL NEWS 


July meeting - Auction Night. Our worthy 
Treasurer was in his usual form, and the fun was 
fast and furious. With the number of lots to 
be disposed of, there wasn't much time to waste, 
but Stuart managed more than a few swift broad- 
Sides in passing. He copped the occasional return 
shot too, but our compliments and grateful thanks 
for a job well done. 


Competition Results 


Photographic - Model loco and rolling stock 
Slide Greg Attrill 75 points 


Modelling - Open Categories 
Scratchbuilt building Bill Morehouse 
Kyneton Station building and goods shed, 
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August meeting was devoted to the loco hauling 
contest. A lot of new entrants and a few familiar 
ones. One thing, the field was completely 0O0/HO 
this year. Last year, N and O gauges were repre- 
sented. Does this mean a slackening of interest 
in the larger and smaller scales. (I did overhear 
Arthur Jenkinson threatening to trundle in his 5" 
gauge diesel.) The competition was in four sec- 


tions again - 


steam outline with and without traction tyres; 


diesel outline with and without’ traction 
tyres. 
The winners were as follows: 
Steam outline with traction tyres 
Graham Stockfeld LMS 4F Mass 320 grams 


Mass hauled 78 grams efficiency 24.38% 


Steam outline without traction tyres 
Rex Little BR N2 Mass 379 grams 
ed 105 grams Efficiency 27.7% 


Diesel outline with traction wheels 
Warwick Brisbane - Lima GM Class (two motors) 
Mass 372 grams Mass hauled 1608 grams 
Efficiency 45.162 


Diesel outline without traction tyres 
John Gardner VR T Class Mass 393 grams 
Mass hauled 158 grams Efficiency 40.22% 


Competition Results 
Photographic - Railway scene at night 


Mass haul- 


Slide Bruce Race - 4460 in Junee yard 
95 points 
~ Modelling - Australian Produced and Other Kits 
Australian - John McClure VR T van 98 points 
Other - Bill Secker LNER buffet car 91 points 


Arrangements are well in hand for the end 
of August open days, which will be over by the 
time you read this, and Jack Treseder has suffic- 
ient paid-up takers for the train ride and picnic 
from Drysdale to Queenscliff on Sunday 25 October. 
The general arrangement is to motor to Drysdale 
Station, arriving at ll am, train ride to Queens- 
cliff for lunch and an explore of the town, return 
to Drysdale by train. 

Rob Dall has prepared a pro-forma for setting 
up information for entries in Members' File, and 
copies of this are available from him. 

Ron Thomas 


HHH HEH HHH HHHKK 
PROGRAM 
SEPTEMBER 
27 =Sun Running day - your equipment - 1.30 pm 
OCTOBER 
5. “Sar Junior Modellers 
> - Sin Timetable Operation - Club (UK) equip- 
ment - 1.30 pm 
8 Thur General Meeting - Video Night 
Model - kit i Australian 
ii Other 
25 Sun Photo - Diesel loco on shed 
25 Sun Picnic - Drysdale-—Queenscliff - 11 am 
Drysdale 
25 Sun Running Day - your equipment - 1.30 pm 
NOVEMBER 
1 Sun Timetable Operation - Club (Aust) 
equipment - 1.30 pm 
12 Thur General Meeting - USA Slide Night 
Model -— Open 
Photo - Railway Bridge 
15: Sun Working Bee - Clubrooms open from 


8.30 am 


down side | 73 points 29 Sun Running Day - your equipment - 1.30 pm 
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LOCH HOBBIES 


VICTORIA STREET, LOCH 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND’S TRAIN SHOP 


A PLEASANT ONE HOUR DRIVE FROM 
FRANKSTON OR DANDENONG 
ON THE WAY TO HISTORIC COAL CREEK. 
QUITE A RANGE OF MODEL RAILWAY PRODUCTS STOCKED. 
SECOND HAND EQUIPMENT BOUGHT; SOLD AND TRADED. 


OPEN SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS ONLY BETWEEN™ 10AM AND 4PM. 
POSTAL ADDRESS 
LOCH HOBBIES 
PO BOX 6 


LOCH VICTORIA 3945 
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OF RAIL BOOKS AND 
B-  _ MODELS 2 


; 


NZS eas 
TRAIN WORLD wen vic. ener tdi’ 


624 HAWTHORN RD. EAST BRIGHTON. 


P.0. BOX 100 NTH.BRIGHTON 3186 Phone (03)596-6342 7] P77 S 
HOURS: 9 A.M. to 5,30 Mon tO ‘Thurs, y : 
9 am, f0 900 FRIDAY NORTHERN Aye 

3 AM. to 5,00 Saturday 7 sae 

3 

See our range of Atlas model and g 


Products 
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Shop hours are now— 
Monday 12.30pm—5.30pm 
Tuesday— Thursday 9am—5.30pm 
Friday 9am—9pm 
and Saturday 9am-i2pm. 


Here is an early warning to Christmas 
Shoppers. The Buffer Stop will be closed from 
2.00 pm the 24th of Dec. till the 12th Jan. 1988. 


Soe more socks a the much Sena ancl VR. 
Rail Tractor at $95.00, also available in V Line paint 
scheme at $105.00. A great H.O. model that runs 
well too. 

Good stocks of Weico metal vehicle model Cars, 
Buses and Trams on the shelves. 


NEW epoxy, wood 
and metal kit of a typi- 
cal Australian Country 
House in HO. scale. 
The photographs show 
the model in a near 
complete state. 


(Vehicles and trees not included) 


ern 


ry 
| / PARTICIPATING 
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A new kit from Sentinel a typical Australian 
stockyard and loading ramps in plastic and metal 
Looks easy to build. 

Just received complete range of Far North 
Hobbies H.O. kits (Queensland prototype) includes 
NSW GR Rail motor No. 1. This kit comes complete 
with power unit for $66.15 each. 

We have on hand some excellent epoxy castings 
of the VHCA (EX-CJ) cement hopper H.O. kits at 


~$14.50 each. 


Check out our full range of Floquil Railroad 
paints, Labelle narrow gauge kits, Detail Associates 
Loco parts H.O. and N gauge. 

We are now taking orders for the soon to be 
released 81 Class H.O. diesel model pre- 
production samples indicate this will be an 
excellent model. 


The limited edition VR yard crane. A few left don't 
miss this one. 


Australian agents for Dynatrol Command Control System 


which is now on display in the shop. AIS DY NATROL 967 
i, 


a LOT 


Vaca Wee. v— =‘ we ~- 


535 Plenty Road, Preston East, 3072. Telephone 47 478 0038. 


Try our Mail Order Service which is available on all our ranges, both Australian & imported. Postage at cost. All prices 


shown are subject to change without notice. All major Credit Cards accepted. 


your signature. DO NOT SEND CASH 


Include number, Expiry date and 
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Ask your hobby shop for... . 


HO ROAD SIGN KI TS 
$1.95 perkit — srivce 


REPAIR | 


ADD A TOUCH OF REALISM 
88 Realistic Australian Road Signs in all 
10 Different Kits 


x TRAFFIC REGULATORY SIGNS 
x LEVEL CROSSING SIGNS 
x ROADWORKS SIGNS 
% PARKING RESTRICTION SIGNS 
x SERVICE SIGNS 
x OTHER ROAD SIGNS 
A SIGN FOR ALMOST ALL OCCASIONS 


SIGNS ARE ACCURATELY SCALED FOR HO. THEY ARE PRINTED 
IN THE CORRECT COLOURS. KITS CONTAIN FROM SIX TO 

| TWELVE DIFFERENT SIGNS AND SUFFICIENT MATERIALS TO 
i PARKING MAKE UP TWO OF EACH SIGN. ASSEMBLY IS SIMPLE AND IS 
FULLY EXPLAINED IN THE INSTRUCTIONS SUPPLIED WITH 


| 8.30 am-9.30am 
MON$-FRI EACH KIT. 


(nou nono 
Trade & General Enquiries to.... 


PO. Box 978, we be 3690 


General enquiries a S.A.E. please for a prompt reply. 


)) REED 
HIGH VEHICLES 4, 


* Suggested retail price 


